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Minamata Convention on Mercury

• Objectives: to protect the human 

health and the environment from 

anthropogenic emissions and releases 

of mercury and mercury compounds.

• Provisions cover the entire life cycle 

of mercury, including  supply, trade, 

mercury-added products, industrial 

processes using mercury, ASGM, 

emissions to air, releases to land and 

water, interim storage, waste and 

contaminated sites.

• Adoption of text and opening for 

signature: 10-11 October 2013 

• Entry into Force: 16 August 2017

• 113 Parties as of 9 September 2019
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More than 100 countries are developing Minamata Convention 

Initial Assessment (MIAs), funded by GEF, including :

a) National Mercury Profile, including identification of 

significant sources of emissions and releases, as well as 

inventories of mercury and mercury compounds;

b) Overview of structures, institutions, and legislation 

already available to implement the Convention;

c) Challenges to implementation, including identification of 

legal and/or regulatory gaps to be addressed prior to 

ratification

d) Capacity building, technical assistance as well as other 

needs required for the implementation of the Convention.

Minamata Convention Initial Assessment



Minamata Initial Assessments – 39 reports available on the Convention website 

• Azerbaijan

• Benin

• Bolivia

• Burkina Faso

• Cavo Verde 

• Cameroon

• Comoros

• Costa Rica 

• Dominican Republic

• Ethiopia

• Gambia

• Georgia

• Ghana

• Guinea 

• Guyana 

• Jamaica 

• Jordan

• Kazakhstan

• Lesotho 

• Madagascar

• Mali 

• Mexico 

• Moldova 

• Mongolia

• Niger 

• Nigeria 

• North Macedonia 

• Saint Kitts and Nevis

• Saint Lucia 

• Samoa

• Sao Tome and Principe

• Senegal

• Seychelles 

• Tanzania 

• Togo 

• Trinidad and Tobago 

• Uganda 

• Viet Nam

• Zambia
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Regional breakdown and implementing agencies
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• 39 completed MIAs include: 21 African countries (incl. 4 SIDS), 9 Latin America and Caribbean 

countries (incl. 6 SIDS), 5 Central and Eastern European countries (incl. Central Asia), 4 Asia and 

Pacific countries (incl. 1 SIDS) 



Status of signature and ratification of 39 countries

• 27 countries became Parties to 

the Convention during the 

implementation of their MIA

• 3 countries were already Parties 

when they started their MIA

• 5 countries are signatories, and 4 

countries are non-signatories to 

the Convention. On-going efforts 

are made towards ratification of 

the Convention building on the 

results of MIA.
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*as of September 2019



National priorities described in MIA reports

• Most countries prioritize 

products (Article 4) and 

wastes (Article 11) 

• Many countries also prioritize 

awareness raising (Article 

18) and strengthening legal 

and institutional frameworks.

• Other major priority areas 

include ASGM (Article 7), 

emissions (Article 8), 

releases (Article 9) and 

monitoring (Article 19)
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Mercury-added products and mercury waste management
are identified as top priorities 



Priority Actions identified in 39 MIA reports
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Strengthening institutional capacity 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 1,4 1 1 2 2 1 1

Strengthening legal framework 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 7 1 1 1

Awareness raising/education to stakeholders & public 3 3 6 3 2 4 2 3 2 7 2 3 3 3 3 3 4 5 2 1 4,8 6 2 2

Health aspects (incl. caring vulnerable population) 6 1 4 7 4 3 6 6

Phasing-out mercury-added products (MAPs) 2 3 2,4 2 4 4 3 2 1 - 3 2 4 8 4 2 2 5 2 4 2 - - 2 2 - 3 - 1 1 2 - 2 1 2

Phasing-out/down the use of dental amalgam 3 3 4 2 1 3 2 4 2 2 4 1,2 4 2 - - - - 3 - 2 1 2

Reducing/eliminating mercury from ASGM sector 4 5 2 1 3 2 2 4 3 3 3 2 4 3 - - 2 1 -

Reducing releases from primary metal production 1 1 - 1 - 5 -

Emissions/releases (incl. incorporation of BAT/BEP) 4 2 5 5 3 - 4 4 4,5 6 6 4 4 - 8 - 4 2,3 1 4 3 4

Interim storage of mercury or/and discarded MAPs 2 3 5 5 5 4 6 2 5 2 2 2 6 5 3 3 2 3

Mercury waste management 2 1,3 5 6 3 5 2 - 5 5 3 1,4 4 4 6 4 3 2 5 4 - - 2 2 2 - 6 2 8 4 - 3 2 3

Improving wastewater treatment system - 2 -

Assessment/identification of Contaminated sites 4 2 5 9 5

Monitoring (background, biota, emissions/releases) 5 1 4 6 4 6 3 7 5 4 8 5 5 3 4,7 2 1

Numbers in the cell refer to the order in which priority areas are mentioned in the chapter on national priorities of the MIA reports.

Mentioned in the MIA reports Not explicitly mentioned in the MIA reports but hinghlighted in the mercury inventories



Products, mercury wastes, ASGM
are the top priorities in African region

17 African countries that has completed their MIAs (SIDS not included)
Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mali, Niger, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia



Mercury releases from priority issues identified in MIA (Africa, 17 MIA reports)

Waste incineration and open 
burning of waste (132,776 kg)

Informal dumping of 
general waste (228,451 kg)

Use and disposal of other 
products (46,230 kg)

Application, use and disposal of 
dental amalgam (8,291 kg)

Gold extraction with mercury amalgamation (156,350 kg)

Waste deposition 
(1,230 kg)

(362,457 kg)

(54,521 kg)

(156,350 kg)

Mercury emissions and releases from main sources in African region
Improving mercury waste management in Africa would address 362,457 kg of emissions and releases.
Phasing-out mercury-added products including dental amalgam in Africa would address 54,521 kg of 
emissions and releases.
Eliminating mercury use in ASGM sector in Africa would address 156,350 kg of emissions and releases.



11 Small Island Developing States (SIDS) that has completed their MIAs
Asia Pacific (1): Samoa, Africa (4): Cabo Verde, Comoros, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles
LAC (6): Dominican Republic, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago

Waste, Products, Emissions/Releases
are the top priorities in SIDs



Informal dumping of 
general waste (9,414 kg)

Waste incineration and open 
burning of waste (988 kg)

(10,630 kg)

(39,706 kg)

Waste deposition (228 kg)

Production, use and disposal of 
mercury-added products (38,725 kg)

Application, use and disposal of 
dental amalgam (981 kg)

Emissions and releases from main sources in Small Island Developing States
Improving mercury waste management in SIDS would address 10,630 kg of emissions and releases.
Phasing-out mercury-added products including dental amalgam in SIDS would address 39,706 kg of 
emissions and releases.
Phasing-out products and promoting separate collection of discarded products will also contribute to 
the reduction of mercury emissions and releases from waste management sector.

Mercury releases from priority issues identified in MIA (SIDs, 11 MIA reports)



Data Gaps in waste management (SIDS)
Considerable gaps are seen in data of 
mercury releases per capita, for issues 
regarding mercury waste management in 
SIDs countries.
This might be caused by inaccuracy in 
inventory estimate.

Toolkit Level 2Toolkit Level 1



Data Gaps on mercury-added 
products (SIDS)
Considerable gaps are also seen in 
data of mercury releases per 
capita, for issues regarding 
mercury-added products and 
dental amalgam in SIDs countries.

Toolkit Level 2Toolkit Level 1
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• Most MIA reports prioritize mercury-added products (Article 4) and 

mercury wastes (Article 11). Other major priority areas include 

ASGM (Article 7), emissions (Article 8), releases (Article 9).

• Estimation of mercury releases related to mercury-added products 

and waste management need further improvements.

• For further analysis of the priorities at the global scale, more MIA 

reports especially from major economies would be needed.

Conclusions
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• The analysis of submitted MIAs will be made available on the 

Convention website.

• Further analysis will be done as more MIA reports become available.

• The results of the MIA analysis will be utilized to prepare for the 

development of the capacity-building and technical assistance 

programme for 2020-2021.

• National priorities identified in MIA reports will form the basis of the 

Specific International Programme and other CB/TA activities.

Future work by the Secretariat



WEB www.mercuryconvention.org

E-MAIL MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org

TWITTER @minamataMEA

#MakeMercuryHistory


