Call for Comments on Draft Supplemental Guidance for Reviewing Implementation of Article 7 
Under paragraph 3(c) of article 7, Parties that have notified the Secretariat that the artisanal and small-scale gold mining and processing (ASGM) in their territory is more than insignificant and has developed and submitted their artisanal and small-scale gold mining national action plans to the Secretariat are required to conduct a review every three years of progress toward their article 7 obligations and include these reviews in their reports under article 21. 
The Conference of Parties in its decision MC-5/7 paragraph 3 invited the Global Environment Facility (GEF) to include support to Parties undertaking their first such reviews as part of the GEF’s enabling activity support available to Parties, and within that activity, to support the development and piloting of review guidance, supplementing the information in the ASGM national action plan guidance document.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Available at: https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/resources/guidance/nap-guidance-document] 

In response to the invitation, the GEF Council at its 67th meeting approved inclusion of a new enabling activity on reviews of the implementation of article 7 of the Minamata Convention (RIA).  
The Secretariat, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Global Mercury Partnership and its ASGM partnership area, has developed draft supplemental guidance for the review of the implementation of article 7 (UNEP/MC/COP.6/7/Add.1) in line with paragraph 3 of article 7 and to support the implementation of decision MC-5/7 paragraph 3(c).
Parties and stakeholders are invited to review the draft supplemental guidance and provide comments using this form and submit them to the Secretariat (mea-minamatasecretariat@un.org) by 24 July 2025.
Your input will help refine the draft guidance and facilitate effective implementation of article 7 obligations, supporting Parties in tracking progress and enhancing mercury reduction efforts in artisanal and small-scale gold mining.
Comments and input are expected to focus on the substance of the document, since the document will be further edited and formatted.
The Secretariat will finalize the document taking into consideration all comments and inputs received and prepare a final version for consideration by the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, which will be held from 3 to 7 November 2025 in Geneva.
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