
Despite substantial health risks, mercury compounds are often added to skin lightening products to lighten the skin, making
them illegal under national laws and the Minamata Convention. These violations are facilitated by the lack of e-commerce
regulatory oversight, resulting in an explosion of counterfeit products offered in local markets and by internet platforms
globally. Antigua & Barbuda and the ZMWG will be presenting new evidence on the magnitude of the problem and the
legal/implementation reforms necessary to prevent illegal skin lighteners from entering the marketplace.
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