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Election of officers
		Note by the secretariat
	I.	Introduction
At its sixth meeting, the Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury is expected to elect the officers of the Conference of the Parties who will serve from the closure of the sixth meeting until the closure of the seventh meeting. 
The Conference of the Parties is also expected, pursuant to paragraph 3 of rule 3 of the rules of procedure for the Implementation and Compliance Committee, to elect, for two terms, nine new members of the Committee to replace those members whose terms are about to expire.
In addition, the Conference of the Parties is expected to confirm the nomination of the members of the Governing Board of the Specific International Programme to Support Capacity-Building and Technical Assistance.
The present note provides information regarding the above-mentioned elections, which will take place during the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. Each United Nations regional group, as appropriate, should submit related nominations to the secretariat no later than the second day of the sixth meeting. 
	II.	Implementation
[bookmark: _Hlk71718348][bookmark: _Hlk71718509][bookmark: _Hlk71718307]	A.	Officers of the Conference of the Parties
Paragraphs 2 and 3 of rule 22 of the rules of procedure for the Conference of the Parties, as adopted by decision MC-1/1, set out the following procedures for the election of the officers to the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties:
At the second and subsequent ordinary meeting[s] of the Conference of the Parties, a President and nine Vice-Presidents, one of whom shall act as Rapporteur, shall be elected from among the representatives of the parties present at the meeting. These officers shall serve as the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties. Each of the five United Nations regional groups shall be represented by two Bureau members. These officers shall commence their term of office at the closure of the meeting at which they are elected and remain in office until the closure of the following ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties, including for any intervening extraordinary meeting. The offices of the President and Rapporteur shall normally be subject to rotation among the United Nations regional groups. No elected officer may serve on the Bureau for more than two consecutive terms.
At its fifth meeting, the Conference of the Parties elected one president and nine vice‑presidents from among the representatives present at the meeting to serve as officers from the closure of the fifth meeting until the closure of the sixth meeting, as follows:
President:		Osvaldo Patricio Álvarez Pérez (Chile)
Vice-Presidents:	Linroy Christian (Antigua and Barbuda)
Rachel Burgess (Australia)
Tuulia Toikka (Finland)
Irma Gurguliani (Georgia)
Sidi Aloueimine (Mauritania) 
[bookmark: _Hlk38275898]Syed Mujtaba Hussain (Pakistan), replaced by Aisha Humera Moriani (Pakistan)
Claudia-Sorina Dumitru (Romania)
[bookmark: _Hlk193116638]Saeed A. Alzahrani (Saudi Arabia) 
Mohamed Abdulai Kamara (Sierra Leone)
The terms of office of the following Bureau members will expire at the closure of the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties: Chile, Pakistan, Romania, Saudi Arabia.
Also at its fifth meeting, the Conference of the Parties agreed that the rapporteur for its sixth meeting would be designated by the Bureau during the intersessional period. At its second meeting, on 4 March 2025, the Bureau unanimously elected Saeed A. Alzahrani (Saudi Arabia) as Rapporteur for the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.
At its sixth meeting, in accordance with rule 22 of the rules of procedure, the Conference of the Parties is to elect to the Bureau for its seventh meeting a president and nine vice-presidents, one of whom is to act as rapporteur, from among the representatives of the parties present at the meeting. To that end, two nominations from each United Nations regional group should be submitted to the secretariat no later than the second day of the sixth meeting. 
In accordance with both paragraph 3 of rule 22 of the rules of procedure and past practice, for the purposes of regional rotation the president of the Bureau for the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties is expected to be elected from among the Western European and other States.
The chair of the Implementation and Compliance Committee is to be a member ex officio of the Bureau.
[bookmark: _Hlk71718493]	B.	Members of the Implementation and Compliance Committee
Pursuant to paragraphs 1 and 2 of rule 3 of the rules of procedure for the Implementation and Compliance Committee, as adopted in decision MC-2/4, the Committee is to consist of 15 members, nominated by parties and elected by the Conference of the Parties, with due consideration for equitable geographical representation based on the five United Nations regional groups. The members of the Committee are to have competence in a field relevant to the Minamata Convention on Mercury, and the membership is to reflect an appropriate balance of expertise.
Paragraph 3 of rule 3 of the rules of procedure for the Committee sets out the following procedures for the election of members of the Committee:
The first members of the Committee shall serve from the end of the first ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties until the end of the third ordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties. At its third ordinary meeting, the Conference of the Parties shall re-elect 10 members from among the first members of the Committee for one term, and elect 5 new members for two terms. The Conference of the Parties shall, at each ordinary meeting thereafter, elect for two terms new members to replace those members whose period of office is about to expire.
At its fifth meeting, the Conference of the Parties elected the following members of the Implementation and Compliance Committee:
From the African States:
Mve Beh Jean Hervé (Gabon)
Oluwatoyin Olabanji (Nigeria)
Musa Kuzumila Ngunila (United Republic of Tanzania)
From the Asia-Pacific States:
Hu Yunfang (China), replaced by Yao Wei (China) 
Satyendra Kumar (India), replaced by Amit Raj (India)
Hossein Rahdar (Islamic Republic of Iran), replaced by Sajad Motaharnia (Islamic Republic of Iran)
From the Eastern European States:
Atanas Stoyanov Dishkelov (Bulgaria)
Eva Salplachtova (Czechia)
Jelena Kovačević (Montenegro)
From the Latin American and Caribbean States:
Jimena Nieto Carrasco (Colombia)
María del Mar Solano Trejos (Costa Rica)
Meredith Henry-Cumberbatch (Suriname)
From the Western European and other States:
Helga Schrott (Austria) 
Anik Beaudoin (Canada)
Gene Smilansky (United States of America)
The Conference of the Parties elected for two terms six new members of the Committee, who will serve until the closure of the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties, from the following countries: China, Costa Rica, Czechia, India, Nigeria, United States of America. The terms of office of the remaining nine members will expire at the closure of the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.
At its sixth meeting, in accordance with rule 3 of the rules of procedure for the Committee, the Conference of the Parties is to elect for two terms nine new members of the Implementation and Compliance Committee to replace those members whose period of office is about to expire. It is to be noted that, pursuant to paragraph 5 of rule 3, no member is to serve for more than two consecutive terms. Nominations from each United Nations regional group should be submitted to the secretariat no later than the second day of the sixth meeting.
	C.	Members of the Governing Board of the Specific International Programme
Pursuant to paragraph 1 of rule 3 of its rules of procedure,[footnoteRef:4] the Governing Board of the Specific International Programme is to consist of 10 members. Each of the five United Nations regions is to nominate two members through its Bureau representatives.  [4:  UNEP/MC/COP.2/9, annex II.] 

In accordance with paragraph 2 of rule 3, the first members of the Board were to serve until the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties. Thereafter, the members were to be nominated every two years by regional groups and their membership confirmed by the Conference of the Parties. To that end, the two nominations from each United Nations regional group should be submitted to the secretariat no later than the penultimate day of the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. No member is to serve on the Governing Board for more than two consecutive terms.
At its fifth meeting, the Conference of the Parties confirmed the following members of the Governing Board of the Specific International Programme:
From the African States: 
Liliane Randrianomenjanahary (Madagascar)
Obed Meringo Baloyi (South Africa)
From the Asia-Pacific States: 
Luay Sadeq Almukhtar (Iraq)
Wasantha Dissanayake (Sri Lanka), replaced by R. H. M. P. Abeykoon (Sri Lanka) 
From the Eastern European States: 
Mario Vujić (Croatia)
Suzana Andonova (North Macedonia)
From the Latin American and Caribbean States:
Ana Cristina Linhares (Brazil)
Michele Astwood (Guyana)
From the Western European and other States: 
Rafael Zubrzycki (Germany)
Andrew Clark (United States of America) 
The terms of office of the following Governing Board members will expire at the closure of the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties: Brazil, Croatia, Germany, North Macedonia, United States of America.
At its sixth meeting, the Conference of the Parties is expected to confirm, on the basis of the nominations received from the regional groups, 10 members of the Governing Board for the following term, to serve from the closure of its sixth meeting until the closure of its seventh meeting.
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