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v INFORMATION ON THE PARTY

1. Information on the party

Name of party
El Salvador

/

ON MERCURY

DISCLAIMER

This is a secretariat version translation of the submitted
report by the Party. The text has not been officially
translated and edited, and is provided for information
purposes. In case of any error or omission in the
translation, the original submission prevails.

Date on which its instrument of ratification, accession, approval or acceptance was deposited

20 June 2017

Date of entry into force of the Convention for the party
18 September 2017

2. Information on the national focal point

Full name of the institution
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources

Title of Contact Officer
Mr.

Name of Contact Officer
Carlos Enrique Grajeda Hernandez

Mailing address
01101

Telephone number
+50321329212

Fax number

{Empty}

E-mail
carlos.grajeda@ambiente.gob.sv

Second E-mail
ivanya.avendano@ambiente.gob.sv

Web page
https://www.ambiente.gob.sv/

3. Information about the contact officer su
if different from the above

Focal Point is submitting the national report

Information is submitted by the national focal point

bmitting the reporting format

Information is submitted through the national focal point by the contact officer

¥ ART. 3: MERCURY SUPPLY SOURCES AND TRADE
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3.1: Does the party have any primary mercury mines that were operating
V\[/]lthm |ts7terr|tory at the date of entry into force of the Convention for
the party?

Yes - primary mercury mining with available data
Yes - primary mercury mining with no available data

No

3.2: Does the party have any primary mercury mines that are now in
operation that were not in operation at the time of entry into force of the
Convention for the party?

Yes - primary mercury mining with available data
Yes - primary mercury mining with no available data

No

3.3: (A) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual stocks of
mercury or mercury compounds exceeding 50 metric tons that are
located within its territory?

3.3: (A) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual stocks of mercury or mercury compounds
exceeding 50 metric tons that are located within its territory?

Yes - with new data* (also to be selected by parties reporting for the first time)
Yes - endeavoured and indicates same stocks as reported in the previous report
No

3.3: (B) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual sources of
mercury-supply-generating stocks exceeding 10 metric tons per year
that are located within its territory?

3.3:(B) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual sources of mercury-supply-generating
stocks exceeding 10 metric tons per year that are located within its territory?

Yes - with new data* (also to be selected by parties reporting for the first time)
Yes - endeavoured and indicates same stocks as reported in the previous report
No

3.4: Has the party determined that it has excess mercury available from
the decommissioning of chlor-alkali facilities?

Yes
No - has determined it has no excess mercury

No - has not made a determination

3.5: *Has the party received consent, or relied on a general notification
of consent, in accordance with article 3, including any required
certification from importing non-parties, for all exports of mercury from
the party’s territory in the reporting period?

Yes - exports to parties

Yes - exports to non-parties
No - no export took place
No - consent was not given

3.6: Has the party allowed the import of mercury from a non-party?
No



Yes
The importing party has relied on paragraph 7 of article 3

Part E - Additional comments on this article

The General Directorate of Environmental Assessment and Compliance of the Ministry of
Environment and Natural Resources, through the Single Window for Foreign Trade administered by
the Central Reserve Bank (BCR), reported that no imports of elemental mercury have been authorized
during the period from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2024.

¥ ART. 4: MERCURY-ADDED PRODUCTS

4.1. Has the party taken any appropriate measures to not allow the
manufacture, import or export of mercury-added products listed in Part
| of Annex A of the Convention after the phase-out date specified for
those products?

Yes
No
Yes (implementing paragraph 2 of article 4)

If yes, please provide information on the measures.

As a regulatory control instrument, El Salvador employs Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January
18, 2023, published in the Official Gazette No. 35, Volume 438, dated February 20, 2023. This
agreement focuses primarily on prohibiting products with added mercury that are subject to a total
ban (Part | of Annex A), including thermometers, blood pressure monitors, switches, and other
specific products.

The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) coordinates closely with the General
Directorate of Customs (DGA) to implement border controls by monitoring specific tariff items,
ensuring that the restrictions take effect on the stipulated elimination dates.

If yes, has the party registered for an exemption pursuant to article 6?
Yes

No

4.3: (A) Has the party taken two or more measures listed in
subparagraphs (i) to (ix) of part Il of annex A for the mercury-added
products listed in part Il of annex A in accordance with the provisions
set out therein?

4.3:(A) Has the party taken two or more measures listed in subparagraphs (i) to (ix) of part Il of
annex A for the mercury-added products listed in part Il of annex A in accordance with the
provisions set out therein?

Yes
No

If yes, please provide information on the measures.

The Ministry of Health (MINSAL) has announced, through Official Letter No. 2025-9630-020 dated
November 7, 2025, the implementation of the following measures to reduce the use of dental
amalgam:

Since 2021, MINSAL has prohibited the use of silver amalgam as a treatment for cavities throughout
the National Integrated Health System (SNIS), replacing it with mercury-free alternatives (composite
resins and glass ionomers).

The implementation of the National Oral Health Plan (2021), focused on cavity prevention, also
includes the implementation of a national oral health promotion strategy for the prevention of oral



diseases through preventive dental care from the preconception stage, through pregnancy,
childhood, and other stages of life.

The Clinical Practice Guide for Oral Health Care was updated to incorporate the use of composite
resins and glass ionomer as replacements for silver amalgam in the treatment of dental caries.

In 2021, with the support of the Faculty of Dentistry of the University of El Salvador and the Ministry
of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN), the Clinical Cariology and Latest Generation
Biomaterials course was developed, training more than 50 dentists on the principles of
contemporary clinical cariology.

4.3: (B) If the amendment to annex A adopted in decision MC-4/3 has
entered into force for the Earty, has the party (please check the
appropriate box below) taken relevant measures:

4.3:(B) If the amendment to annex A adopted in decision MC-4/3 has entered into force for the
party, has the party (please check the appropriate box below) taken relevant measures:

Yes
No
Not applicable
If the party answered yes please select from the bellow checkboxes

Excluded or not allowed, by taking measures as appropriate, the use of mercury in bulk form by
dental practitioners

Excluded or not allowed, by taking measures as appropriate, or recommended against, the use of
dental amalgam for the dental treatment of deciduous teeth of patients under 15 years of age and of
pregnant and breastfeeding women, except when such use is considered necessary by the dental
practitioner based on the needs of the patient

If the party answered yes to either option above, please provide information on the measures.
El Salvador has achieved the complete elimination of dental amalgam in the public sector and has
restricted its access in the domestic market.

The import and use bans implemented in the national system since 2021 exceed the requirement to
submit a "national action plan" for reduction or elimination, as elimination is already in effect.

4.4: Has the party taken measures to prevent the incorporation into
assembled products of mercury-added products whose manufacture,
import and export are not allowed for it under article 4?

Yes
No

No - not applicable (do not have facilities assembling products using mercury-added products)

4.5: Has the party discouraged the manufacture and the distribution in
commerce of mercury-added products not covered by any known use in
accordance with article 4, paragraph 6?

Yes

No - no action taken

No - an assessment of the risks and benefits of the product demonstrates benefits to human
health or the environment

If yes, please provide information on the measures.

El Salvador has established a regulatory framework to facilitate understanding of the Convention's
provisions. While this framework focuses primarily on prohibiting products listed in Annex A, it also
establishes the basis for monitoring any other non-covered products containing added mercury.

Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023, establishes in Article 7 the prohibition of a list



of manufacturing processes that use mercury or mercury compounds, including in subparagraph (f)
"any other process that employs mercury or mercury compounds."” This measure broadly discourages
the manufacture of any product requiring mercury.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 5: MANUFACTURING PROCESSES IN WHICH MERCURY OR MERCURY COMPOUNDS ARE USED

5.1: Are there facilities within the territory of the party that use mercury
or mercury compounds for the processes listed in Annex B of the
Minamata Convention in accordance with paragraph 5 of article 5 of the
Convention?

Yes
No

Do not know

5.2: Are measures in place to not allow the use of mercury or mercury
compounds in manufacturing processes listed in Part | of Annex B after
the phase-out date specified in that Annex for the individual process?
CHLOR-ALKALI PRODUCTION
Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

ACETALDEHYDE PRODUCTION IN WHICH MERCURY OR
MERCURY COMPOUNDS ARE USED AS A CATALYST

es

No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

5.3: Are measures in place to restrict the use of mercury or mercury
compounds in the processes listed in Part Il of Annex B in accordance
with the provisions set out therein?

VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER PRODUCTION

Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

SODIUM OR POTASSIUM METHYLATE OR ETHYLATE

Yes



No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

PRODUCTION OF POLYURETHANE USING MERCURY-
CONTAINING CATALYSTS

Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

5.4: Is there any use of mercury or mercury compounds in a facility
using the manufacturing processes listed in Annex B that did not exist
prior to the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes
No

5.5: Has the party discouraged the development of any facility using any
other manufacturing process in which mercury or mercury compounds
are intentionally used that did not exist prior to the date of entry into
force of the Convention?

Yes
No - no action taken

No - the party demonstrated to the Conference of the Parties the significant environmental and
health benefits of the manufacturing process and that there are no technically and economically
feasible mercury-free alternatives available providing such benefits.

If yes, please provide information on the measures taken.

El Salvador has not only discouraged, but has established an explicit and sweeping prohibition on
the establishment of new facilities that intentionally use mercury in manufacturing processes. Article
7, paragraph f) of Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023, prohibits the use of mercury
or mercury compounds in "any other process that employs mercury or mercury compounds."

Manufacturing activities, even those that do not use mercury, are required to undergo the
Environmental Impact Assessment process, according to the Environmental Law and its regulations.
This prerequisite for the establishment of any new facility ensures that any attempt to establish a
new process intentionally using mercury is detected and rejected during the permitting stage.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 7: ARTISANAL AND SMALL-SCALE GOLD MINING

7.1: Have steps been taken to reduce, and where feasible eliminate, the
use of mercury and mercury compounds in, and the emissions and
releases to the environment of mercury from, artisanal and small-scale
gold mining and processing subject to article 7 within your territory?

Yes
No

There is no artisanal and small-scale gold mining and processing subject to article 7 in which
mercury amalgamation is used in the territory



7.2: Has the party determined, and notified the secretariat, that artisanal
and small-scale gold mining and processing within its territory is more
than insignificant?

Yes

No

7.5: Supplemental: Has the party cooperated with other countries or
relevant intergovernmental organizations or other entities to achieve the
objective of this article?

Yes
No

Please provide information

{Empty}

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 8: EMISSIONS

8.1: Identify any Annex D source categories for which there are new_
sources of emissions of mercury or mercury compounds as defined in
paragraph 2 (c) of article 8.

For each of those source categories describe the measures in place, including the effectiveness of
such measures, to implement the requirements of paragraph 4 of article 8.

Coal-fired power plants

Coal-fired industrial boilers

Smelting and roasting processes used in the production of non-ferrous metals
Waste incineration facilities

Cement clinker production facilities

Has the party required the use of best available techniques or best environmental practices
(BAT/BEP) to control and where feasible reduce emissions for new sources no later than 5 years after
the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes
No (please explain)

If Yes, please explain

El Salvador has adopted a preventive approach to controlling emissions of mercury and its
compounds from the planning phase of new sources. In accordance with Article 8 of Executive
Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023, all new facilities generating emissions of mercury and
its compounds are required to incorporate Best Available Techniques (BAT) and Best Environmental
Practices (BEP) as an essential requirement for obtaining the Environmental Permit through the
Environmental Impact Assessment process.

8.2: Identify any Annex D source categories for which there are existing
sources of emissions of mercury or mercury compounds as defined in
paragraph 2 (e) of article 8.

For each of those source categories, select and provide details on the measures implemented under
paragraph 5 of article 8 and explain the progress that these applied measures have achieved in
reducing emissions over time in your territory:



¥ COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures
{Empty}

Progress
{Empty}

¥ COAL-FIRED INDUSTRIAL BOILERS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures
{Empty}

Progress
{Empty}

¥ SMELTING AND ROASTING PROCESSES USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF NON-FERROUS METALS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures
El Salvador has selected and implemented primarily two measures from the provided list,
which are established in Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023.

1. Emission limit values to control and, where feasible, reduce emissions from relevant



sources:
Article 10 of the Agreement establishes specific Emission Limit Values for existing (and new)
sources to reduce mercury pollutant emissions.

2. Use of best available techniques and best environmental practices to control emissions
from relevant sources:

Article 9 requires that existing sources, when upgrading equipment and technology for
emissions control, must consider the use of best available techniques and best environmental
practices.

Furthermore, measures aimed at reducing emissions are promoted, such as the use of low-
mercury fuels and more energy-efficient equipment.

Progress
N/A

¥ WASTE INCINERATION FACILITIES

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures
{Empty}

Progress
{Empty}

v CEMENT CLINKER PRODUCTION FACILITIES

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures
El Salvador has selected and implemented primarily two measures from the provided list,
which are established in Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023.

1. Emission limit values to control and, where feasible, reduce emissions from relevant
sources:

Article 10 of the Agreement establishes specific Emission Limit Values for existing (and new)
sources to reduce mercury pollutant emissions.

2. Use of best available techniques and best environmental practices to control emissions



from relevant sources:

Article 9 requires that existing sources, when upgrading equipment and technology for
emissions control, must consider the use of best available techniques and best environmental
practices.

Furthermore, measures aimed at reducing emissions are promoted, such as the use of low-
mercury fuels and more energy-efficient equipment.

Progress
N/A

Have the measures for existing sources under paragraph 5 of article 8 been implemented no later
than 10 years after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes
No

8.3: Has the party prepared an inventory of emissions from relevant
sources within 5 years of entry into force of the Convention for it?

Yes
No
Have not been a party for 5 years

If yes, when was the inventory last updated?
11 January 2021

Please indicate where this inventory is available
The inventory is not available to the public.

Attach
. SLV_8.3.xls

8.4: Has the party chosen to establish criteria to identify relevant
sources covered within a source category?

Yes
No

8.5: Has the Barty chosen to prepare a national plan setting out the
measures to be taken to control emissions from relevant sources and its
expected targets, goals and outcomes?

Yes

No
Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 9: RELEASES

9.1: Are there, within the party’s territorg, relevant sources of releases
as defined in paragraph 2 (b) of article 9

Yes
No

Do not know (please explain)


https://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/2026-08/SLV_8.3.xls

Please indicate the measures taken to address releases from relevant sources and the effectiveness
of those measures.

El Salvador has adopted release limit values to control and, where feasible, reduce releases from
relevant sources. Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023, formalizes this decision.
Specifically, Article 11 refers to compliance with permissible limit values for contaminants. These
values are detailed in Table 2 of the Agreement and are taken from pre-existing regulatory
instruments: Agreement No.

117, dated August 17, 2020, on “Concentration Limits for Contaminants for Soil Protection and
Remediation” (Official Gazette No. 188, Volume 428, dated September 18, 2020). This ensures the
control of mercury releases that may impact or contaminate the soil, providing the legal framework
for the management of mercury-contaminated sites.

Salvadoran Technical Regulation RTS 13.05.01:18 "Wastewater Quality Parameters for Discharge".
Establishes the permissible limit values for the quality of special type wastewater for discharge into a
receiving environment, requiring point sources to reduce mercury concentrations in their discharges
to permissible levels.

9.2: Has the party established an inventory of releases from relevant
sources within 5 years of entry into force of the convention for it?

Yes

Relevant sources do not exist in the territory
Have not been a party for 5 years

No (please explain)

When was the inventory last updated?
11 January 2021

Please indicate where this inventory is available.
SLV_9.2.xls

Please explain
The inventory is not available to the public.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 10: ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND INTERIM STORAGE OF MERCURY, OTHER THAN WASTE
MERCURY

10.1: Has the party taken measures to ensure that the interim storage of
non-waste mercury and mercury compounds intended for a use allowed
to a party under the Convention is undertaken in an environmentally
sound manner?

Yes
No (please explain)
Do not know (please explain)

If yes, please indicate the measures taken to ensure that such interim storage is undertaken in an
environmentally sound manner, and the effectiveness of those measures.

El Salvador has adopted measures to ensure that the temporary storage of mercury and mercury
compounds that are not waste is carried out in an environmentally sound manner, integrating the
obligations of the Minamata Convention with its existing national legal framework on hazardous
substances and materials.

The measures adopted are based on the requirement of permits and compliance with specific


https://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/2026-08/SLV_9.2.xls

technical and sanitary standards:

1. Environmental Permit Requirement for Storage:

The storage of hazardous materials (a category that includes mercury and its compounds) is
considered an activity that requires an Environmental Permit from the Ministry of Environment and
Natural Resources (MARN), in accordance with the Environmental Law and its regulations. This
permit guarantees that the storage facilities and procedures comply with safety and risk
minimization conditions, thus ensuring environmentally sound management.

2. Specific Regulatory Framework for Hazardous Substances:

The country has Executive Agreement No. 1158 "Sanitary Technical Standard for the Handling and
Storage of Hazardous Chemical Substances", dated November 17, 2008. This technical standard
establishes the specific requirements for infrastructure (design, ventilation, secondary containment),
operations (labeling, segregation) and safety procedures (emergency plans, training) for the safe
storage of these substances, including non-waste mercury.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 11: MERCURY WASTES

11.1: Have measures outlined in article 11,7paragraph 3, been
implemented for the party’s mercury waste:

Yes
No

Yes - the party has taken measures so that mercury waste is managed in an environmentally
sound manner

Please describe measure and effectiveness of measures

El Salvador requires the environmentally sound management of mercury waste through the
integration of national hazardous waste legislation and Executive Agreement No. 23 of January 18,
2023, which establishes in Article 12 that mercury waste must be managed "in accordance with the
provisions of Article 21 of the Environmental Law and in accordance with the hazardous waste
management established in the Special Regulations on Hazardous Substances, Waste, and Residues.’
Furthermore, Article 13, paragraph i), stipulates that national stockpiles must be disposed of "using
the best available techniques for this type of hazardous waste."

Yes - the party has taken measures so that mercury waste is recovered, recycled, reclaimed or
directly re-used for a use allowed to a party under the Convention or for environmentally sound
disposal pursuant to paragraph 3 (a)

Please describe measure and effectiveness of measures

El Salvador prohibits the reuse of mercury waste for unauthorized uses. Article 12 of Executive
Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023, establishes that waste containing mercury may only be
recovered, recycled, regenerated, or reused directly for one of the uses permitted under the
Convention or for environmentally sound disposal.

Yes - the party has taken measures so that mercury waste is not transported across international
boundaries except for the purpose of environmentally sound disposal

Please describe measure and effectiveness of measures

The country restricts the transboundary movement of mercury waste solely to the purpose of safe
disposal. Paragraph (iv) of Article 13 of Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023,
stipulates that the export of substances, residues, and waste containing mercury or mercury
compounds must comply with the procedures established under the Basel Convention, and that
transboundary movement is permitted only for disposal under environmentally sound conditions and
with prior consent.



If the party answered yes to any measures above, please describe the measures implemented
pursuant to paragraph 3, and please also describe the effectiveness of those measures.

Articles 12 and 13 of Executive Agreement No. 23 dated January 18, 2023, establish the direct legal
mandate to apply the regulations on hazardous waste, which includes strict requirements for
storage, handling and treatment (through permits and monitoring), ensuring that the risk of
uncontrolled release is minimized at all internal stages of management.

11.2: *Are there facilities for final disposal of waste consisting of
mercury or mercury compounds in the party’s territory?

Yes
No

Do not know (please explain)

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 12: CONTAMINATED SITES

12.1: Has the party endeavoured to develop strategies for identifying
and assessing sites contaminated by mercury or mercury compounds in
its territory?

Yes
No

Please elaborate

The assessment of sites contaminated with mercury or mercury compounds is based on the
contaminant concentration limits for soil protection and remediation, as established in Executive
Agreement No. 117 of August 17, 2020. This Agreement provides the technical criteria and
thresholds for identifying a site as contaminated.

El Salvador may choose to adapt existing methodological tools to focus on the assessment of
mercury-contaminated sites. The "Environmental Risk Assessment Matrix," a spreadsheet, was
developed by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) to assist in the tabulation
and graphical representation of weightings in a case study of a site potentially contaminated by
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs). Since this tool uses an "initial assessment" approach to evaluate
sites contaminated by other toxic chemicals (POPs), the methodological principle of Environmental
Risk Analysis can be adapted by MARN for the assessment of mercury-contaminated sites.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 13: FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISM

13.1: Has the party undertaken to provide, within its capabilities
resources in respect of those national activities that are intended to
implement the Convention in accordance with its national policies,
priorities, plans and programmes?

Yes
No

Please specify
El Salvador has taken steps to provide resources, within the framework of its national capacities and
priorities, for the implementation of the Minamata Convention, focusing on human and institutional



resources and the mobilization of international support.

The country has demonstrated proactivity in seeking external resources, which is a key measure for
the implementation of the Convention. Specifically, the drafting of Executive Agreement No. 23,
dated January 18, 2023, issuing the "Measures to Ensure Compliance with the Convention," was
carried out within the framework of the project "Development of an Initial Assessment of the
Minamata Convention in El Salvador," a project funded by the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

13.2: Supplemental: Has the party, within its capabilities, contributed to
the mechanism referred to in paragraph 5 of article 13?

Yes
No

Please provide comments, if any.
El Salvador, in its capacity as a Developing Country Party to the Minamata Convention, is not under
the obligation to contribute financially to the mechanism.

13.3: Supplemental: Has the party provided financial resources to assist
developing-country parties and/or parties with economies in transition
in the implementation of the Convention through other bilateral,
regional and multilateral sources or channels?

Yes
No

Please specify
El Salvador, as a Developing Country Party to the Minamata Convention, has the role of recipient of
financial and technical assistance under Article 13, not that of provider of resources to other Parties.

Please provide comments, if any.
{Empty}

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 14: CAPACITY-BUILDING, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

14.1: Has the party cooperated to provide capacity-building or technical
assistance, pursuant to article 14, to another party to the Convention?

Yes
No

Please specify

El Salvador, in its capacity as a Developing Country Party to the Minamata Convention, has as its
priority and main focus the receipt of technical and financial assistance (Articles 14 and 13) in order
to be able to fulfill its own obligations.

14.2: SquIementaI: Has the party received capacity-building or
technical assistance pursuant to article 14?

Yes
No

Please specify
El Salvador, as a Developing Country Party, has received financial support and assistance to carry out
the diagnostic and initial planning phase of the Agreement known as the Initial Assessment (MIA).

Please provide comments, if any.



{Empty}

14.3: Has the party promoted and facilitated the development, transfer
and diffusion of and access to, up-to-date environmentally sound
alternative technologies?

Yes
No
Other

Please specify
El Salvador has used the regulatory mechanism as the main tool to promote access to alternative
technologies, making their use a legal requirement for new sources.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 16: HEALTH ASPECTS

16.1: Have measures been taken to provide information to the public on
exposure to mercury in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 16?

Yes
No

Supplemental: If yes, describe the measures that have been taken.

The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) developed the "Let's Live Better Without
Mercury" campaign in digital and print media to raise awareness about the health and environmental
effects of exposure to mercury and its compounds, and to discourage the use of products
containing added mercury.

The Center for Toxicological Information and Advice (CIATOX) created and distributed educational
materials (flip charts) to the national hospital network to inform the public about the adverse effects
of mercury on human health.

CIATOX and the National Institute of Health (INS) conducted the "Mercury Poisoning" lecture series,
aimed at strengthening the capacity of professionals to prevent, diagnose, treat, and monitor
mercury-related health risks.

16.2: Have any measures been taken to protect human health in
accordance with article 16 beyond the provision of information to the
public on exposure to mercury (referred to in question 16.1)?

Yes
No

Supplemental: If yes, describe the measures that have been taken.

The third edition of the "Technical Guide for the Comprehensive Management of Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment (WEEE) in El Salvador" has been launched. This guide includes provisions of the
Convention relating to the prohibition of products containing mercury (Article 4), with the aim of
raising awareness among key stakeholders (distributors, retailers, and users) and strengthening
institutional capacity for the selective collection of end-of-life appliances containing mercury.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}



¥ ART. 17: INFORMATION EXCHANGE

17.1: Has the party facilitated the exchange of information referred to in
article 17, paragraph 1?

Yes
No

If yes, the Party may wish to indicate in the space provided below the exchange of information it has
facilitated, such as:

Scientific, technical, economic and legal information concerning mercury and mercury
compounds, including toxicological, ecotoxicological and safety information

Scientific, technical, economic and legal information concerning mercury and mercury compounds,
including toxicological, ecotoxicological and safety information

Executive Agreement No. 23, dated January 18, 2023, was published, consolidating legal
information (prohibitions, responsibilities), facilitating access to it for all sectors.

Information on the reduction or elimination of the production, use, trade, emissions and releases
of mercury and mercury compounds

Information on technically and economically viable alternatives to:

Epidemiological information concerning health impacts associated with exposure to mercury and
mercury compounds, in close cooperation with the World Health Organization and other relevant
organizations, as appropriate. (Art. 17.1 (a)-(d))

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 18: PUBLIC INFORMATION, AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

18.1: Have measures been taken to promote and facilitate the provision

ﬁq) the public of the kinds of information listed in article 18, paragraph

Yes
No

If yes, the party may wish to indicate in the space provided below, the measures it has taken to
promote and facilitate information to the public, such as:
(a) Provision to the public of available information on:

The effects of mercury and mercury compounds on human health and the environment

The effects of mercury and mercury compounds on human health and the environment

The Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) developed the "Let's Live Better Without
Mercury" campaign, with the aim of raising awareness about the effects on health and the
environment. Educational materials were also designed and distributed in hospitals to inform the
public about the adverse effects of mercury on human health.

Alternatives to mercury and mercury compounds

Alternatives to mercury and mercury compounds
The University of El Salvador trained dentists and students on the use of mercury-free alternatives
for dental restorations.

The "Let's Live Better Without Mercury" campaign promoted the adoption of mercury-free substitutes
for banned products.

The topics identified in paragraph 1 of article 17



The results of its research, development and monitoring activities under article 19
Activities to meet its obligations under the Convention

Activities to meet its obligations under the Convention
Executive Agreement No. 23 of 18 January 2023 details the key regulatory actions
(import/manufacture bans, emissions/release controls) taken to comply with the Convention.

The Technical Guidance for the Integrated Management of WEEE includes the provisions prohibiting
products with added mercury under Part | of Annex A, facilitating compliance by the value chain and
users.

(b) Education, training and public awareness related to the effects of exposure to mercury and
mercury compounds on human health and the environment in collaboration with relevant
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and vulnerable populations, as appropriate.

Activities to meet its obligations under the Convention
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(Art. 18 (1) (a) and (b))
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¥ ART. 19: RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND MONITORING

19.1: Has the party undertaken any research, development and
monitoring in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 19?

Yes
No

If yes, the party may wish to indicate in the space provided below, the research, development and
monitoring it has undertaken, such as:

Inventories of use, consumption, anthropogenic emissions to air and releases to water and land of
mercury and mercury compounds

Inventories of use, consumption, anthropogenic emissions to air and releases to water and land of
mercury and mercury compounds

The significant progress of the National Mercury Inventory as part of the MIA is direct evidence that
El Salvador has undertaken and facilitated the exchange of the most critical and fundamental
information required by Article 19: data on use, consumption, emissions and releases.

Modelling and geographically representative monitoring of levels of mercury and mercury
compounds in vulnerable populations and in environmental media, including biotic media such as
fish, marine mammals, sea turtles and birds, as well as collaboration in the collection and exchange
of relevant and appropriate samples

Assessments of the impact of mercury and mercury compounds on human health and the
environment, in addition to social, economic and cultural impacts, particularly in respect of
vulnerable populations

Harmonized methodologies for the activities undertaken under subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c) of
paragraph 1 of article 19

Information on the environmental cycle, transport (including long-range transport and
deposition), transformation and fate of mercury and mercury compounds in a range of ecosystems,
taking appropriate account of the distinction between anthropogenic and natural emissions and
releases of mercury and of remobilization of mercury from historic deposition

Information on commerce and trade in mercury and mercury compounds and mercury-added
products



Information on commerce and trade in mercury and mercury compounds and mercury-added
products

The MIA inventory investigated the availability and use of products with added mercury (PMA) in the
national market. This initial monitoring allowed for the establishment, through Executive Agreement
No. 23 dated January 18, 2023, of import, manufacture, and export prohibitions, which is a direct
result of the investigation.

Information and research on the technical and economic availability of mercury-free products and
processes and on best available techniques and best environmental practices to reduce and monitor
emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds

(Art. 19 (1) (@)-(9))
Part E - Additional comments on this article
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¥ COMMENTS REGARDING POSSIBLE CHALLENGES IN MEETING THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CONVENTION

Part C: Comments regarding possible challenges in meeting the
objectives of the Convention

Structural and logistical challenges inherent in implementation within a development context persist.
The main difficulties in fully achieving the objectives of the Minamata Convention are:

1. Financial and Technical Limitations:

Implementing obligations (e.g., emissions control, continuous monitoring, customs enforcement)
requires financial resources that exceed the current operational capacity of institutions.

There is a constant need to strengthen the technical and operational capacity of national
laboratories for monitoring and surveillance of mercury emissions and releases.

2. Waste Management:

The lack of specialized infrastructure for safe final disposal creates a dependence on shipping
mercury waste abroad for final disposal. However, this entails high packaging, transport, and
disposal costs that are difficult for small generators and the government itself to bear, which can
incentivize improper storage or illegal disposal.

3. Surveillance and Control against lllegal Trade
Informal Trade: Control over informal trade and the sale of remnants of prohibited products remains
a challenge that requires constant resources to effectively and consistently identify prohibited

products (e.g., batteries, lamps, medical equipment) that often enter incorrectly labeled or mixed
with other goods.

¥ COMMENTS REGARDING THE REPORTING FORMAT AND POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS, IF ANY

_Céomments regarding the reporting format and possible improvements,
if any
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