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v INFORMATION ON THE PARTY

1. Information on the party

Name of party
Bangladesh

Date on which its instrument of ratification, accession, approval or acceptance was deposited
18 April 2023

Date of entry into force of the Convention for the party
17 July 2023

2. Information on the national focal point

Full name of the institution
Ministry Of Environment Forest And Climate Change

Title of Contact Officer
Additional Secretary

Name of Contact Officer
Dr. Fahmida Khanom

Mailing address

Building-6, Level-13, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka 1000.
addsecenv@moef.gov.bd

fahmida8@yahoo.com

Telephone number
+880255100200, +8801714114188

Fax number
+880255100433

E-mail
addsecenv@moef.gov.bd

Second E-mail
fahmida8@yahoo.com

Web page
https://minamataconvention.org/en/parties/focal-points

3. Information about the contact officer submitting the reporting format
if different from the above

Focal Point is submitting the national report

Information is submitted by the national focal point

Information is submitted through the national focal point by the contact officer

¥ ART. 3: MERCURY SUPPLY SOURCES AND TRADE
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3.1: Does the party have any primary mercury mines that were operating
V\[/]lthm |ts7terr|tory at the date of entry into force of the Convention for
the party?

Yes - primary mercury mining with available data
Yes - primary mercury mining with no available data

No

3.2: Does the party have any primary mercury mines that are now in
operation that were not in operation at the time of entry into force of the
Convention for the party?

Yes - primary mercury mining with available data
Yes - primary mercury mining with no available data

No

3.3: (A) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual stocks of
mercury or mercury compounds exceeding 50 metric tons that are
located within its territory?

3.3: (A) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual stocks of mercury or mercury compounds
exceeding 50 metric tons that are located within its territory?

Yes - with new data* (also to be selected by parties reporting for the first time)
Yes - endeavoured and indicates same stocks as reported in the previous report
No

ba33a_subsection

i. Please attach the results of your endeavour or indicate where it is available on the Internet;
. BGD_3.3a.pdf

i. Please attach the results of your endeavour or indicate where it is available on the Internet;
https://doe.portal.gov.bd/site/view/publications /-

ii. Supplemental: Please provide any related information - for example, on the use or disposal of
mercury from such stocks.

In June 2019, Bangladesh completed an "Initial Assessment Report on the Minamata Convention on
Mercury." The report indicates that there are no stocks of mercury or mercury compounds in
Bangladesh that exceed 50 metric tons.

3.3: (B) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual sources of
mercury-supply-generating stocks exceeding 10 metric tons per year
that are located within its territory?

3.3:(B) Has the party endeavoured to identify individual sources of mercury-supply-generating
stocks exceeding 10 metric tons per year that are located within its territory?

Yes - with new data* (also to be selected by parties reporting for the first time)
Yes - endeavoured and indicates same stocks as reported in the previous report
No

ba33b_subsection

i. Please attach the results of your endeavour or indicate where it is available on the Internet;
) BGD_3.3b.pdf

i. Please attach the results of your endeavour or indicate where it is available on the Internet;
https://doe.portal.gov.bd/site/view/publications/-

ii. Supplemental: Please provide any related information - for example, on the use or disposal of
mercury from such stocks.


https://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/2026-08/BGD_3.3a.pdf
https://doe.portal.gov.bd/site/view/publications/-
https://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/2026-08/BGD_3.3b.pdf
https://doe.portal.gov.bd/site/view/publications/-

The report indicated that there are no stocks of mercury or mercury compounds exceeding 10
metric tons within Bangladesh.

3.4: Has the party determined that it has excess mercury available from
the decommissioning of chlor-alkali facilities?

Yes
No - has determined it has no excess mercury
No - has not made a determination

3.5: *Has the party received consent, or relied on a general notification
of consent, in accordance with article 3, including any required
certification from importing non-parties, for all exports of mercury from
the party’s territory in the reporting period?

Yes - exports to parties
Yes - exports to non-parties
No - no export took place
No - consent was not given
3.6: Has the party allowed the import of mercury from a non-party?
No
Yes
The importing party has relied on paragraph 7 of article 3
Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 4: MERCURY-ADDED PRODUCTS

4.1. Has the party taken any appropriate measures to not allow the
manufacture, imﬁort or export of mercury-added products listed in Part
| of Annex A of the Convention after the phase-out date specified for
those products?

Yes
No
Yes (implementing paragraph 2 of article 4)
If no, has the party registered for an exemption pursuant to article 6?
Yes
No
If yes, for which products (please list)?

Batteries, except for button zinc silver oxide batteries with a mercury content < 2% and button
zinc air batteries with a mercury content < 2%

Switches and relays, except very high accuracy capacitance and loss measurement bridges and
high frequency radio frequency switches and relays in monitoring_and control instruments with a
maximum mercury content of 20 mg_per bridge, switch or relay

Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes that are < 30 watts with a
mercury content exceeding 5 mg_per lamp burner



https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/320
https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/320
https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/321
https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/321
https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/321
https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/322
https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/322
https://minamataconvention.org/en/taxonomy/term/323

Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting_purposes: (a) Triband phosphor < 60 watts
with a mercury content exceeding_5 mg_per lamp;_(b) Halophosphate phosphor < 40 watts with a
mercury content exceeding_10 mg_per lamp

High pressure mercury vapour lamps (HPMV) for general lighting_purposes

Mercury in cold cathode fluorescent lamps and external electrode fluorescent lamps (CCFL and
EEFL) for electronic displays: (a) Short length (< 500 mm) with mercury content exceeding_3.5 mg
per lamp;_(b)_Medium length (> 500 mm and < 1,500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 5 mg
per lamp;_(c) Long_length (> 1,500 mm) with mercury content exceeding_13 mg_per lamp

Cosmetics (with mercury content above 1ppm),_including_skin lightening_soaps and creams, and
not including_eye area cosmetics where mercury is used as a preservative and no effective and safe
substitute preservatives are available

Pesticides, biocides and topical antiseptics

The following_non-electronic measuring_devices except non-electronic measuring_devices
installed in large-scale equipment or those used for high precision measurement:(a) barometers; (b)
hygrometers; (c)_ manometers; (d)_thermometers; (e) sphygmomanometers

4.3: (A) Has the party taken two or more measures listed in
subparagraphs (i) to (ix) of part Il of annex A for the mercury-added
products listed in part Il of annex A in accordance with the provisions
set out therein?

4.3:(A) Has the party taken two or more measures listed in subparagraphs (i) to (ix) of part Il of
annex A for the mercury-added products listed in part Il of annex A in accordance with the
provisions set out therein?

Yes
No

If yes, please provide information on the measures.

With the support of NGOs, the Bangladesh government has been implementing provisions lll and V
of Part Il of Annex A. As a result, the Bangladesh Army and Dental Corps phased out the use of
dental amalgam in treatments as of January 10, 2018. Additionally, the Bangladesh Dental Society
(BDS) has ceased using mercury dental amalgam for pregnant women, nursing mothers, and children
as of June 30, 2018.

4.3: (B) If the amendment to annex A adopted in decision MC-4/3 has
entered into force for the Earty, has the party (please check the
appropriate box below) taken relevant measures:

4.3:(B) If the amendment to annex A adopted in decision MC-4/3 has entered into force for the
party, has the party (please check the appropriate box below) taken relevant measures:

Yes
No

Not applicable

If the party answered no to question 4.3(B) above, please explain

Bangladesh plans to seek support from the Implementation and Compliance Committee (ICC) of the
Minamata Convention pursuant to sub-article 4(a) of Article 15. Mentionable that Bangladesh has
ratified this convention on 18 April 2023 that entered into force on 17 July 2023. Hence Bangladesh
did not get enough time to implement/comply all its obligations.

4.4: Has the party taken measures to prevent the incorporation into
assembled products of mercury-added products whose manufacture,
import and export are not allowed for it under article 4?

Yes
No

No - not applicable (do not have facilities assembling products using mercury-added products)
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If yes, please provide information on the measures.
BSTI limits mercury to 1 ppm and has banned total 21 creams till date under The Drugs and
Cosmetics Act 2023 mandates licensing and prohibits unsafe cosmetics.

BSTI has taken concrete actions against multiple skin-lightening creams that exceeded permissible
mercury. BSTI’s bans cover import, distribution, marketing, and sale of these harmful creams. The
permissible 1 ppm mercury limit used by BSTI broadly aligns with international norms under the
Minamata Convention on Mercury, which calls on parties to ban the manufacture/import/export of
cosmetics containing mercury above safe thresholds.

In 2024, BSTI Bans 18 skin-whitening creams and 1 skin lotion containing high
mercury/hydroquinone after-market testing.

BSTI’s authority to regulate cosmetics (including skin creams) comes under several legal/regulatory
instruments:

* Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution Ordinance, 1985 (and subsequently the Bangladesh
Standards and Testing Institution Act, 2018).

* Packaging & Commodities Rules, 2007 — which helps govern the sale, importation, labeling,
packaging, and certification of consumer goods, including cosmetics.

* Under these, cosmetics (including skin creams) must be registered with BSTI if manufactured or
imported, and require BSTI certification before distribution or sale.

4.5: Has the party discouraged the manufacture and the distribution in
commerce of mercury-added products not covered by any known use in
accordance with article 4, paragraph 6?

Yes
No - no action taken

No - an assessment of the risks and benefits of the product demonstrates benefits to human
health or the environment

If yes, please provide information on the measures.

The Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution, operating under the Ministry of Industry, has
established a specific standard for skin cream (BDS 1382: 2019). According to this standard, the
government has set the maximum mercury content for skin cream at below 1 ppm.
Additionally, the Bangladesh government has started transitioning from using CFL bulbs to LED
bulbs, which helps reduce the use of products that contain mercury in the country.

Part E - Additional comments on this article

Bangladesh is a signatory to the Basel Convention, which governs the transboundary movement of
hazardous waste. To effectively manage hazardous chemicals and waste, Bangladesh established the
Hazardous Wastes and Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules in 2011. These rules set the
threshold limit for mercury and mercury compounds at 50 mg/kg (as outlined in Schedule 3) of the
Rules. Additionally, to ensure the environmentally sound disposal of medical waste, Bangladesh
developed the Medical Waste (Management and Processing) Rules in 2008.

¥ ART. 5: MANUFACTURING PROCESSES IN WHICH MERCURY OR MERCURY COMPOUNDS ARE USED

5.1: Are there facilities within the territory of the party that use mercury
or mercury compounds for the processes listed in Annex B of the
Minamata Convention in accordance with paragraph 5 of article 5 of the
Convention?

Yes
No

Do not know



5.2: Are measures in place to not allow the use of mercury or mercury
compounds in manufacturing processes listed in Part | of Annex B after
the phase-out date specified in that Annex for the individual process?

CHLOR-ALKALI PRODUCTION
Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

ACETALDEHYDE PRODUCTION IN WHICH MERCURY OR
MERCURY COMPOUNDS ARE USED AS A CATALYST

Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

5.3: Are measures in place to restrict the use of mercury or mercury
compounds in the processes listed in Part Il of Annex B in accordance
with the provisions set out therein?

VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER PRODUCTION
Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

SODIUM OR POTASSIUM METHYLATE OR ETHYLATE
Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

PRODUCTION OF POLYURETHANE USING MERCURY-
CONTAINING CATALYSTS

Yes
No

Not applicable (do not have these facilities)

5.4: Is there any use of mercury or mercury compounds in a facility
using the manufacturing processes listed in Annex B that did not exist
prior to the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes

No



5.5: Has the party discouraged the development of any facility using any
other manufacturing process in which mercury or mercury compounds
are intentionally used that did not exist prior to the date of entry into
force of the Convention?

Yes
No - no action taken

No - the party demonstrated to the Conference of the Parties the significant environmental and
health benefits of the manufacturing process and that there are no technically and economically
feasible mercury-free alternatives available providing such benefits.

If yes, please provide information on the measures taken.

Bangladesh established the Environmental Conservation Act, 1995 and Rules, 1997. Under these
rules, emission limit of mercury from any source is .01 mg/L. If it is found any violation the authory
can take action against the polluter as per the 'Polluter Pay' rules. In addition to that, for proper
management of Household waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Solid Waste (Management) Rules,
2021°. Under these rules, the leachate standard of Mercury (Hg) 0.01 mg/I, Stack emission standard
of Mercury is 0.05 mg/Nm3 (0.5-8.0 hrs) (also standard fixed in Air pollution (control) rules, 2022)
and drinking water standard of the surrounding on landfill is 0.001 mg/l. To properly manage
electronic waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management, Rules,
2021°. Under these rules, the threshold limit for the use of Hg is 0.1% (schedule 3).

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 7: ARTISANAL AND SMALL-SCALE GOLD MINING

7.1: Have steps been taken to reduce, and where feasible eliminate, the
use of mercury and mercury compounds in, and the emissions and
releases to the environment of mercury from, artisanal and small-scale
gold mining and processing subject to article 7 within your territory?

Yes
No

There is no artisanal and small-scale gold mining and processing subject to article 7 in which
mercury amalgamation is used in the territory

7.2: Has the party determined, and notified the secretariat, that artisanal
and small-scale %old mining and processing within its territory is more
than insignificant?

Yes

No

7.5: Supplemental: Has the party cooperated with other countries or
relevant intergovernmental organizations or other entities to achieve the
objective of this article?

Yes
No

Please provide information
{Empty}

Part E - Additional comments on this article

Bangladesh has no artisanal or small-scale gold mining or processing facilities within its territory.



v ART. 8: EMISSIONS

8.1: Identify any Annex D source categories for which there are new
sources of emissions of mercury or mercury compounds as defined in
paragraph 2 (c) of article 8.

For each of those source categories describe the measures in place, including the effectiveness of
such measures, to implement the requirements of paragraph 4 of article 8.

Coal-fired power plants

Coal-fired power plants

According to the Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act of 1995, all industries must obtain an
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) to operate, including point sources of emissions of
mercury and mercury compounds to the atmosphere. The process for obtaining an ECC requires the
submission of an Environmental Management Plan (EMP), which should detail the quantities of raw
materials used and outline feasible mitigation measures. Additionally, the government is committed
to employing the Best Available Techniques (BAT) and Best Environmental Practices (BEP) for new
coal-fired sources to limit atmospheric emissions.

Bangladesh has conducted an initial assessment of mercury pollution and developed an institutional
framework to expedite the implementation of the Minamata Convention, which addresses mercury
emissions from emissions listed on the Annex D. The country plans to create a National
Implementation Plan for the Minamata Convention to gradually reduce mercury pollution.

To facilitate the implementation, in 2021, Bangladesh established Air Pollution Control Rules that set
limitations on stack emissions of mercury and mercury compounds from the boiler industry to 0.03
mg/Nm3. To manage hazardous chemicals and waste, the country formulated the Hazardous Wastes
and Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules in 2011, which specify a threshold limit for mercury
and mercury compounds at 50 mg/kg (Schedule 3). For the environmentally sound disposal of
medical waste, the Medical Waste (Management & Processing) Rules were enacted in 2008. To
address household waste management, Bangladesh introduced the Solid Waste (Management) Rules
in 2021, which set a leachate standard for mercury (Hg) at 0.01 mg/l and a stack emission standard
for mercury at 0.05 mg/Nm3 (measured over a period of 0.5 to 8 hours). The drinking water
standard for areas surrounding landfills is set at 0.0001 mg/Il. Furthermore, to effectively manage
electronic waste, the Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management Rules were established in 2021, with
a threshold limit for the use of mercury set at 0.1% (Schedule 3).

Bangladesh is taking significant steps to manage mercury pollution and enforce environmental
standards. Existing mercury standards are generic and not industry-specific; that’s why, the 2019
assessment highlighted that separate, legally binding directives specifically for monitoring and
emission-control technology in coal plants are still being developed. The Department of
Environment (DoE) currently lacks the technical equipment and manpower required to monitor
mercury levels in flue gases.

Coal-fired industrial boilers

Coal-fired industrial boilers

According to the Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act of 1995, all industries must obtain an
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) to operate, including point sources of emissions of
mercury and mercury compounds to the atmosphere. The process for obtaining an ECC requires the
submission of an Environmental Management Plan (EMP), which should detail the quantities of raw
materials used and outline feasible mitigation measures. Additionally, the government is committed
to employing the Best Available Techniques (BAT) and Best Environmental Practices (BEP) for new
coal-fired sources to limit atmospheric emissions.

Bangladesh has conducted an initial assessment of mercury pollution and developed an institutional
framework to expedite the implementation of the Minamata Convention, which addresses mercury
emissions from emissions listed on the Annex D. The country plans to create a National
Implementation Plan for the Minamata Convention to gradually reduce mercury pollution.

To facilitate the implementation, in 2021, Bangladesh established Air Pollution Control Rules that set



limitations on stack emissions of mercury and mercury compounds from the boiler industry to 0.03
mg/Nm3. To manage hazardous chemicals and waste, the country formulated the Hazardous Wastes
and Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules in 2011, which specify a threshold limit for mercury
and mercury compounds at 50 mg/kg (Schedule 3). For the environmentally sound disposal of
medical waste, the Medical Waste (Management & Processing) Rules were enacted in 2008. To
address household waste management, Bangladesh introduced the Solid Waste (Management) Rules
in 2021, which set a leachate standard for mercury (Hg) at 0.01 mg/l and a stack emission standard
for mercury at 0.05 mg/Nm3 (measured over a period of 0.5 to 8 hours). The drinking water
standard for areas surrounding landfills is set at 0.0001 mg/I. Furthermore, to effectively manage
electronic waste, the Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management Rules were established in 2021, with
a threshold limit for the use of mercury set at 0.1% (Schedule 3).

Bangladesh is taking significant steps to manage mercury pollution and enforce environmental
standards. Existing mercury standards are generic and not industry-specific; that’s why, the 2019
assessment highlighted that separate, legally binding directives specifically for monitoring and
emission-control technology in coal plants are still being developed. The Department of
Environment (DoE) currently lacks the technical equipment and manpower required to monitor
mercury levels in flue gases.

Smelting and roasting processes used in the production of non-ferrous metals

Smelting and roasting processes used in the production of non-ferrous metals

According to the Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act of 1995, all industries must obtain an
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) to operate, including point sources of emissions of
mercury and mercury compounds to the atmosphere. The process for obtaining an ECC requires the
submission of an Environmental Management Plan (EMP), which should detail the quantities of raw
materials used and outline feasible mitigation measures. Additionally, the government is committed
to employing the Best Available Techniques (BAT) and Best Environmental Practices (BEP) for new
coal-fired sources to limit atmospheric emissions.

Bangladesh has conducted an initial assessment of mercury pollution and developed an institutional
framework to expedite the implementation of the Minamata Convention, which addresses mercury
emissions from emissions listed on the Annex D. The country plans to create a National
Implementation Plan for the Minamata Convention to gradually reduce mercury pollution.

To facilitate the implementation, in 2021, Bangladesh established Air Pollution Control Rules that set
limitations on stack emissions of mercury and mercury compounds from the boiler industry to 0.03
mg/Nm3. To manage hazardous chemicals and waste, the country formulated the Hazardous Wastes
and Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules in 2011, which specify a threshold limit for mercury
and mercury compounds at 50 mg/kg (Schedule 3). For the environmentally sound disposal of
medical waste, the Medical Waste (Management & Processing) Rules were enacted in 2008. To
address household waste management, Bangladesh introduced the Solid Waste (Management) Rules
in 2021, which set a leachate standard for mercury (Hg) at 0.01 mg/l and a stack emission standard
for mercury at 0.05 mg/Nm3 (measured over a period of 0.5 to 8 hours). The drinking water
standard for areas surrounding landfills is set at 0.0001 mg/I. Furthermore, to effectively manage
electronic waste, the Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management Rules were established in 2021, with
a threshold limit for the use of mercury set at 0.1% (Schedule 3).

Bangladesh is taking significant steps to manage mercury pollution and enforce environmental
standards. Existing mercury standards are generic and not industry-specific; that’s why, the 2019
assessment highlighted that separate, legally binding directives specifically for monitoring and
emission-control technology in coal plants are still being developed. The Department of
Environment (DoE) currently lacks the technical equipment and manpower required to monitor
mercury levels in flue gases.

Waste incineration facilities

Waste incineration facilities

According to the Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act of 1995, all industries must obtain an
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) to operate, including point sources of emissions of
mercury and mercury compounds to the atmosphere. The process for obtaining an ECC requires the
submission of an Environmental Management Plan (EMP), which should detail the quantities of raw



materials used and outline feasible mitigation measures. Additionally, the government is committed
to employing the Best Available Techniques (BAT) and Best Environmental Practices (BEP) for new
coal-fired sources to limit atmospheric emissions.

Bangladesh has conducted an initial assessment of mercury pollution and developed an institutional
framework to expedite the implementation of the Minamata Convention, which addresses mercury
emissions from emissions listed on the Annex D. The country plans to create a National
Implementation Plan for the Minamata Convention to gradually reduce mercury pollution.

To facilitate the implementation, in 2021, Bangladesh established Air Pollution Control Rules that set
limitations on stack emissions of mercury and mercury compounds from the boiler industry to 0.03
mg/Nm3. To manage hazardous chemicals and waste, the country formulated the Hazardous Wastes
and Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules in 2011, which specify a threshold limit for mercury
and mercury compounds at 50 mg/kg (Schedule 3). For the environmentally sound disposal of
medical waste, the Medical Waste (Management & Processing) Rules were enacted in 2008. To
address household waste management, Bangladesh introduced the Solid Waste (Management) Rules
in 2021, which set a leachate standard for mercury (Hg) at 0.01 mg/Il and a stack emission standard
for mercury at 0.05 mg/Nm3 (measured over a period of 0.5 to 8 hours). The drinking water
standard for areas surrounding landfills is set at 0.0001 mg/I. Furthermore, to effectively manage
electronic waste, the Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management Rules were established in 2021, with
a threshold limit for the use of mercury set at 0.1% (Schedule 3).

Bangladesh is taking significant steps to manage mercury pollution and enforce environmental
standards. Existing mercury standards are generic and not industry-specific; that’s why, the 2019
assessment highlighted that separate, legally binding directives specifically for monitoring and
emission-control technology in coal plants are still being developed. The Department of
Environment (DoE) currently lacks the technical equipment and manpower required to monitor
mercury levels in flue gases.

Cement clinker production facilities

Cement clinker production facilities

According to the Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act of 1995, all industries must obtain an
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) to operate, including point sources of emissions of
mercury and mercury compounds to the atmosphere. The process for obtaining an ECC requires the
submission of an Environmental Management Plan (EMP), which should detail the quantities of raw
materials used and outline feasible mitigation measures. Additionally, the government is committed
to employing the Best Available Techniques (BAT) and Best Environmental Practices (BEP) for new
coal-fired sources to limit atmospheric emissions.

Bangladesh has conducted an initial assessment of mercury pollution and developed an institutional
framework to expedite the implementation of the Minamata Convention, which addresses mercury
emissions from emissions listed on the Annex D. The country plans to create a National
Implementation Plan for the Minamata Convention to gradually reduce mercury pollution.

To facilitate the implementation, in 2021, Bangladesh established Air Pollution Control Rules that set
limitations on stack emissions of mercury and mercury compounds from the boiler industry to 0.03
mg/Nm3. To manage hazardous chemicals and waste, the country formulated the Hazardous Wastes
and Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules in 2011, which specify a threshold limit for mercury
and mercury compounds at 50 mg/kg (Schedule 3). For the environmentally sound disposal of
medical waste, the Medical Waste (Management & Processing) Rules were enacted in 2008. To
address household waste management, Bangladesh introduced the Solid Waste (Management) Rules
in 2021, which set a leachate standard for mercury (Hg) at 0.01 mg/l and a stack emission standard
for mercury at 0.05 mg/Nm3 (measured over a period of 0.5 to 8 hours). The drinking water
standard for areas surrounding landfills is set at 0.0001 mg/I. Furthermore, to effectively manage
electronic waste, the Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management Rules were established in 2021, with
a threshold limit for the use of mercury set at 0.1% (Schedule 3).

Bangladesh is taking significant steps to manage mercury pollution and enforce environmental
standards. Existing mercury standards are generic and not industry-specific; that’s why, the 2019
assessment highlighted that separate, legally binding directives specifically for monitoring and
emission-control technology in coal plants are still being developed. The Department of



Environment (DoE) currently lacks the technical equipment and manpower required to monitor
mercury levels in flue gases.

Has the party required the use of best available techniques or best environmental practices
(BAT/BEP) to control and where feasible reduce emissions for new sources no later than 5 years after
the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes
No (please explain)

If Yes, please explain

Bangladesh recognizes mercury waste as a critical challenge for the effective implementation of the
Convention. Improper storage, handling, and disposal of mercury waste pose serious risks to human
health and the environment, particularly in developing countries with limited infrastructure.
Bangladesh underscores the need for user-friendly technical guidance, environmentally sound
management practices, and affordable alternatives for mercury waste treatment.

8.2: Identify any Annex D source categories for which there are existing
sources of emissions of mercury or mercury compounds as defined in
paragraph 2 (e) of article 8.

For each of those source categories, select and provide details on the measures implemented under
paragraph 5 of article 8 and explain the progress that these applied measures have achieved in
reducing emissions over time in your territory:

v COAL-FIRED POWER PLANTS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures

Bangladesh conducted Initial assessment on Mercury Pollution. In this report the country has
also developed an Institutional Framework to expedite the implementation of Minamata
convention. Further, the county will do National Implementation Plan for Minamata convention
and gradually the country will come out from Mercury pollution.

Progress

Under the Environment Conservation Rules of 2023, the Bangladeshi government issues
Environmental Clearance Certificates for coal-fired power plants only if the companies meet
environmental compliance standards. As a requirement, these companies must install Air
Treatment Plants (ATPs). It is noteworthy that at present, three coal-fired power plants in
Bangladesh are maintaining environmental compliance.

¥ COAL-FIRED INDUSTRIAL BOILERS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources



Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures

Bangladesh has developed Air Pollution Control Rules, 2021 where stack emission from
Mercury & Mercury compounds of boiler industry is limited to 0.03 mg/Nm3. Bangladesh has
formulated ‘Solid Waste (Management) Rules, 2021. Under these rules, to ensure proper
management of the Household waste. the reuls cover the leachate standard of Mercury (Hg)
0.01 mg/l), Stack emission standard of Mercury is 0.05 mg/Nm3 (0.5-8.0 hrs) and drinking
water standard of surrounding on landfill is 0.000 mg/I. For electronic waste, Bangladesh has
formulated ‘Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management, Rules, 2021’. Under these rules,
threshold limit for use of Hg is 0.1% (schedule 3).

Progress

Under the Environment Conservation Rules, 2023, the Bangladesh government issues
Environmental Clearance Certificates for coal-fired industrial boilers only when companies
meet environmental compliance standards. As a result, companies must install Air Treatment
Plants (ATPs). At present, all coal-fired industrial boilers in Bangladesh are operating in
accordance with these environmental compliance regulations.

v SMELTING AND ROASTING PROCESSES USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF NON-FERROUS METALS

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures

To properly manage the Household waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Solid Waste
(Management) Rules, 2021°’. Under these rules, the leachate standard of Mercury (Hg) 0.01
mg/l, Stack emission standard of Mercury is 0.05 mg/Nm3 (0.5-8.0 hrs) and the drinking
water standard for the surrounding on landfill is 0.0001 mg/Il. To ensure proper management
of electronic waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Hazardous Waste (E-Waste) Management,
Rules, 2021°. Under this rules, threshold limit for use of Hg is 0.1% (schedule 3).

Progress

In Bangladesh, the smelting and roasting processes are used in the production of non-ferrous
metals. Since we do not have any ore or mining operations, we primarily rely on secondary
scrap in its purest form. Furthermore, all industrial non-ferrous metal production must
comply with environmental regulations, which ensures that mercury emissions remain
insignificant.

¥ WASTE INCINERATION FACILITIES

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources



Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures

Based on the inventory of MIA, the total mercury releases in Bangladesh are approximately
32,660 kg per year, with the main source being Waste incineration and open waste burning :
44 per cent (14,323 kg Hg/y).

To properly manage the Household waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Solid Waste
(Management) Rules, 2021°’. Under these rules, the leachate standard for Mercury (Hg) 0.01
mg/l, Stack emission standard for Mercury is 0.05 mg/Nm3 (0.5-8.0 hrs). To ensure proper
management of the electronic waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Hazardous Waste (E-Waste)
Management, Rules, 2021°. Under this rules, threshold limit for use of Hg is 0.1% (schedule 3).

Progress

1. In Bangladesh, LafargeHolcim operates an integrated cement plant at Chhatak, Sunamganj,
where its Geocycle wing manages a significant amount of waste annually.LafargeHolcim,
through its waste management arm Geocycle, operates facilities that use a process called co-
processing in existing cement kilns to manage waste, rather than a standalone waste
incineration plant. The company has been working with local entities like the Sylhet City
Corporation and the Savar Tannery Industrial Estate to manage their solid and plastic waste
sustainably.

2. Integrated Landfill and Resource Recovery Facility located in the Jhumjhumpur area, in
Jashore, was developed as a pilot project under the City Region Development Project (CRDP)
and became operational in 2018. Facility focuses on waste recycling, composting, and
generating biogas and electricity, but does not use incineration.

¥ CEMENT CLINKER PRODUCTION FACILITIES

A quantified goal for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Emission limit values for controlling and, where feasible, reducing emissions from relevant
sources

Use of BAT/BEP to control emissions from relevant sources

Multi-pollutant control strategy that would deliver co-benefits for control of mercury
emissions

Alternative measures to reduce emissions from relevant sources

Measures
Under Solid Waste (Management) Rules, 2021. Stack emission standard for Mercury is 0.05
mg/Nm3 (0.5-8.0 hrs) (also standard fixed in Air pollution (control) rules, 2022)

Progress

In Bangladesh, LafargeHolcim operates an integrated cement plant at Chhatak, Sunamganj,
where its Geocycle wing manages a significant amount of waste annually.LafargeHolcim,
through its waste management arm Geocycle, operates facilities that use a process called co-
processing in existing cement kilns to manage waste, rather than a standalone waste
incineration plant. The company has been working with local entities like the Sylhet City
Corporation and the Savar Tannery Industrial Estate to manage their solid and plastic waste
sustainably.

Have the measures for existing sources under paragraph 5 of article 8 been implemented no later
than 10 years after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes

No



Please explain

Bangladesh signed the Minamata Convention on Mercury in October 2013 and officially ratified it on
April 18, 2023, with the convention entering into force for the country in July 2023. This commits
the nation to protecting human health and the environment from the adverse effects of mercury.

8.3: Has the party prepared an inventory of emissions from relevant
sources within 5 years of entry into force of the Convention for it?

Yes
No
Have not been a party for 5 years

If no such inventory exists, please explain

Bangladesh completed its Minamata Initial Assessment (MIA) in 2019, revealing that major mercury
releases come from open waste burning (44%), use and disposal of products like lamps and paints
(20%), and oil and gas production (8%). The MIA identified the need for stronger policies on
mercury-containing products, waste management, and industry-specific emission standards to
comply with the Minamata Convention on Mercury.

8.4: Has the party chosen to establish criteria to identify relevant
sources covered within a source category?

Yes
No

8.5: Has the garty chosen to prepare a natignal plan setting out the
measures to be taken to control emissions from relevant sources and its
expected targets, goals and outcomes?

Yes
No

If yes, has the party submitted its national plan to the Conference of the Parties under this article no
later than 4 years after the date of entry into force of the Convention for the party?

Yes
No

Please explain

The National Action Plan for Bangladesh was developed as a core component of the Minamata Initial
Assessment (MIA) to provide a roadmap for the mitigation, reduction, or elimination of mercury use
and releases. Spearheaded by the Department of Environment (DoE), the plan is divided into five
priority areas designed to bring the country into compliance with the Minamata Convention.

Bangladesh already submitted the initial assessment to the secretariat, which contains the initial
national action plan. However, Bangladesh has a plan to submit the updated national action plan
within four years of the entry into force of the convention for the party.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 9: RELEASES

9.1: Are there, within the party’s territorz, relevant sources of releases
as defined in paragraph 2 (b) of article 9

Yes
No

Do not know (please explain)



9.2: Has the party established an inventory of releases from relevant
sources within 5 years of entry into force of the convention for it?

Yes

Relevant sources do not exist in the territory
Have not been a party for 5 years

No (please explain)

Please explain

Bangladesh conducted a Minamata Initial Assessment in 2019. From the inventory of MIA, the total
mercury releases in Bangladesh are approximately 32,660 kg per year and the main source is Waste
incineration and open waste burning: 44 per cent (14,323 kg Hg/y).

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 10: ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND INTERIM STORAGE OF MERCURY, OTHER THAN WASTE
MERCURY

10.1: Has the party taken measures to ensure that the interim storage of
non-waste mercury and mercury compounds intended for a use allowed
to a party under the Convention is undertaken in an environmentally
sound manner?

Yes
No (please explain)
Do not know (please explain)

If no, please explain
Bangladesh conducted a Minamata Initial Assessment in 2019. According to the report there is no
such storage existing in our territory.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 11: MERCURY WASTES

11.1: Have measures outlined in article 11,7paragraph 3, been
implemented for the party’s mercury waste:

Yes
No

Yes - the party has taken measures so that mercury waste is managed in an environmentally
sound manner

Yes - the party has taken measures so that mercury waste is recovered, recycled, reclaimed or
directly re-used for a use allowed to a party under the Convention or for environmentally sound
disposal pursuant to paragraph 3 (a)

Yes - the party has taken measures so that mercury waste is not transported across international
boundaries except for the purpose of environmentally sound disposal

Please describe measure and effectiveness of measures
Bangladesh is a party to the Basel Convention for the transboundary movement of Hazardous waste.
Bangladesh follow the rules and regulations of the Basel Convention.



If the party answered yes to any measures above, please describe the measures implemented
pursuant to paragraph 3, and please also describe the effectiveness of those measures.

To manage hazardous chemicals and wastes, Bangladesh has formulated the Hazardous Wastes and
Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules, 2011. Under this rules, the threshold limit of Mercury and
Mercury Compounds is 50 mg/kg (Schedule 3).

11.2: *Are there facilities for final disposal of waste consisting of
mercury or mercury compounds in the party’s territory?

Yes
No

Do not know (please explain)

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 12: CONTAMINATED SITES

12.1: Has the party endeavoured to develop strategies for identifying
and assessing sites contaminated by mercury or mercury compounds in
its territory?

Yes
No

Please elaborate
Bangladesh conducted the Minamata Initial Assessment in 2019. According to the report there is no
contaminated sites by mercury or mercury compounds in its territory.

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 13: FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND MECHANISM

13.1: Has the party undertaken to provide, within its capabilities
resources in respect of those national activities that are intended to
implement the Convention in accordance with its national policies,
priorities, plans and programmes?

Yes
No

Please specify

Bangladesh has already done Minamata initial assessment and sent the report to the secretariat. The
country has been working on making plans and programs to ensure the phase down and phase out
of listed mercury products.

13.2: Supplemental: Has the party, within its capabilities, contributed to
the mechanism referred to in paragraph 5 of article 13?

Yes
No

Please provide comments, if any.
Bangladesh is a developing country, with economies in transition. Therefore the country needs
financial support to enhance capabilities in terms of knowledge and institutions.



13.3: Supplemental: Has the party provided financial resources to assist
developing-country parties and/or parties with economies in transition
in the implementation of the Convention through other bilateral,
regional and multilateral sources or channels?

Yes
No

Please specify
Bangladesh is one of the developing countries. Therefore, it needs funding for the implementation of
the convention.

Please provide comments, if any.

{Empty}

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

¥ ART. 14: CAPACITY-BUILDING, TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

14.1: Has the party cooperated to provide capacity-building or technical
assistance, pursuant to article 14, to another party to the Convention?

Yes
No

Please specify
Bangladesh is a developing country itself. Therefore, it needs capacity-building or technical
assistance to smooth implementation of the convention.

14.2: SquIementaI: Has the party received capacity-building or
technical assistance pursuant to article 14?

Yes
No

Please specify
Bangladesh has yet to receive capacity-building or technical assistance pursuant to article 14 from
any other party.

Please provide comments, if any.

Bangladesh continues to face significant challenges. Beacuse, Mercury-added products remain
widely available in our markets, with both formal imports and informal trade still occurring.
Affordable alternatives are limited, and our institutional capacity and resources remain inadequate.
While we have stated our commitment to phasing out these products by 2025, we need additional
time and support to fully eliminate all listed items. We therefore seek financial assistance,
technology transfer, and capacity-building support to help developing countries meet these
obligations effectively.

14.3: Has the party promoted and facilitated the development, transfer
and diffusion of and access to, up-to-date environmentally sound
alternative technologies?

Yes
No
Other

Please specify
Bangladesh has not promoted or facilitated the development, transfer and diffusion of, and access
to, up-to-date environmentally sound alternative technologies due to the financial gaps. The



country has taken the initiative to develop NIP.

Part E - Additional comments on this article

Bangladesh recognizes mercury waste as a critical challenge for the effective implementation of the
Convention. Improper storage, handling, and disposal of mercury waste pose serious risks to human
health and the environment, particularly in developing countries with limited infrastructure.

Bangladesh underscores the need for clear technical guidance, environmentally sound management
practices, and affordable alternatives for mercury waste treatment. We also stress that preventing
the illegal transboundary movement of mercury waste must remain a priority.

¥ ART. 16: HEALTH ASPECTS

16.1: Have measures been taken to provide information to the public on
exposure to mercury in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 16?

Yes

No

16.2: Have any measures been taken to protect human health in
accordance with article 16 beyond the provision of information to the
public on exposure to mercury (referred to in question 16.1)?

Yes
No

Supplemental: If yes, describe the measures that have been taken.

Bangladesh government has been working to develop a sound environment to ensure the
management of Mercury waste.The country has recently promulgated the Hazardous (E-waste) Waste
Management Rules, 2021 to manage hazardous chemicals and wastes.

Besides, according to the Environmental Conservation Act, 1995 and Rules, 1997, the country has
been working to ensure safe treatment of waste and to control pollution.

The country has also established Medical Waste Management Rules in 2008, which is guided to
ensure safe and environment-friendly treatment and disposal of medical waste. On the other hand,
the country has also developed Solied waste managment rules,2021 for managing solid waste

properly.
Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

v ART. 17: INFORMATION EXCHANGE

17.1: Has the party facilitated the exchange of information referred to in
article 17, paragraph 1?

Yes
No

If yes, the Party may wish to indicate in the space provided below the exchange of information it has
facilitated, such as:

Scientific, technical, economic and legal information concerning mercury and mercury
compounds, including toxicological, ecotoxicological and safety information

Information on the reduction or elimination of the production, use, trade, emissions and releases
of mercury and mercury compounds



Information on the reduction or elimination of the production, use, trade, emissions and releases of
mercury and mercury compounds

Bangladesh conducted Minamata Initial Assessment and sent the report to the Minamata
Secretariat.The report covers information on the reduction or elimination of the production, use,
trade, emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds.

Information on technically and economically viable alternatives to:

Epidemiological information concerning health impacts associated with exposure to mercury and
mercury compounds, in close cooperation with the World Health Organization and other relevant
organizations, as appropriate. (Art. 17.1 (a)-(d))

Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}

v ART. 18: PUBLIC INFORMATION, AWARENESS AND EDUCATION

18.1: Have measures been taken to promote and facilitate the provision
tq) the public of the kinds of information listed in article 18, paragraph

Yes
No

If yes, the party may wish to indicate in the space provided below, the measures it has taken to
promote and facilitate information to the public, such as:
(a) Provision to the public of available information on:

The effects of mercury and mercury compounds on human health and the environment

The effects of mercury and mercury compounds on human health and the environment
The Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI) has set standards for mercury levels in skin
whitening creams (below 1 ppm).The authority has also promulgated the notice among the public.

Alternatives to mercury and mercury compounds

The topics identified in paragraph 1 of article 17

The results of its research, development and monitoring activities under article 19
Activities to meet its obligations under the Convention

(b) Education, training and public awareness related to the effects of exposure to mercury and
mercury compounds on human health and the environment in collaboration with relevant
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and vulnerable populations, as appropriate.

Activities to meet its obligations under the Convention

The National 3R (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) Strategy for Waste Management and Solid waste
Management Rules, 2021 promote proper handling of various waste streams to prevent
environmental contamination.

(Art. 18 (1) (a) and (b))
Part E - Additional comments on this article

Bangladesh completed its Minamata Initial Assessment (MIA) in 2019, revealing that major mercury
releases come from open waste burning (44%), use and disposal of products like lamps and paints
(20%), and oil and gas production (8%). The MIA identified the need for stronger policies on
mercury-containing products, waste management, and industry-specific emission standards to
comply with the Minamata Convention on Mercury.

To manage hazardous chemicals and wastes, Bangladesh has formulated the Hazardous Wastes and
Ship-breaking Waste Management Rules, 2011. Under this rules, the threshold limit of Mercury and
Mercury Compounds is 50 mg/kg (Schedule 3). To environmentally sound disposal of medical waste
Bangladesh has formulated Medical Waste (Management & Processing) Rules,



2008’

To properly manage of Household waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Solid Waste (Management)
Rules, 2021. Under this rules, the leachate standard of Mercury (Hg) 0.01 mg/I, Stake emission
standard of Mercury is 0.05 mg/Nm3 (0.5-8.0 hrs) (also standard fixed in Air

pollution (control) rules, 2022) and drinking water standard of surrounding on landfill is 0.000 mg/I.
To properly manage of electronic waste, Bangladesh has formulated ‘Hazardous Waste (E-Waste)
Management, Rules, 2021. Under this rules, threshold limit for use of Hg is 0.1% (schedule 3).

¥ ART. 19: RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND MONITORING

19.1: Has the party undertaken any research, development and
monitoring in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 19?

Yes
No

If yes, the party may wish to indicate in the space provided below, the research, development and
monitoring it has undertaken, such as:

Inventories of use, consumption, anthropogenic emissions to air and releases to water and land of
mercury and mercury compounds

Inventories of use, consumption, anthropogenic emissions to air and releases to water and land of
mercury and mercury compounds

Bangladesh conducted Minamata initial Assessment in 2019 on emissions to air and releases to
water and land of mercury and mercury compounds.

Modelling and geographically representative monitoring of levels of mercury and mercury
compounds in vulnerable populations and in environmental media, including biotic media such as
fish, marine mammals, sea turtles and birds, as well as collaboration in the collection and exchange
of relevant and appropriate samples

Assessments of the impact of mercury and mercury compounds on human health and the
environment, in addition to social, economic and cultural impacts, particularly in respect of
vulnerable populations

Harmonized methodologies for the activities undertaken under subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c) of
paragraph 1 of article 19

Information on the environmental cycle, transport (including long-range transport and
deposition), transformation and fate of mercury and mercury compounds in a range of ecosystems,
taking appropriate account of the distinction between anthropogenic and natural emissions and
releases of mercury and of remobilization of mercury from historic deposition

Information on commerce and trade in mercury and mercury compounds and mercury-added
products

Information on commerce and trade in mercury and mercury compounds and mercury-added
products

Bangladesh conducted Minamata initial Assessment in 2019 which covers ommerce and trade in
mercury and mercury compounds and mercury-added products.

Information and research on the technical and economic availability of mercury-free products and
processes and on best available techniques and best environmental practices to reduce and monitor
emissions and releases of mercury and mercury compounds

(Art. 19 (1) (@)-(9))
Part E - Additional comments on this article
{Empty}



¥ COMMENTS REGARDING POSSIBLE CHALLENGES IN MEETING THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CONVENTION

Part C: Comments regarding possible challenges in meeting the
objectives of the Convention

1. There is a dire need for technical and financial assistance for the implementation of Minamata
Convention on Mercury, particularly the adoption of BAT/BEP guidelines in Article 8 (Annex-D).
2. Specific Regulations on the import and export of mercury and mercury-containing products.
3. Provisions of alternatives for Annex-A (mercury added products).

4. Allocation of funds for the development of the National Action Plan.

5. Specialized Directorate with human and financial resources for the implementation of the
provisions of BRS Conventions and Minamata Convention of Mercury.

¥ COMMENTS REGARDING THE REPORTING FORMAT AND POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS, IF ANY

_Céomments regarding the reporting format and possible improvements,
if any

Minamata Convention Secretariat should continue the training of national focal points and dealing
officers for national reporting each year.
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