Draft scientific report of the Open-ended Scientific Group for effectiveness evaluation

Comments of Italy

Note: « The Open-ended Scientific Group (OESG), established pursuant to decision MC-4/11, has
developed a scientific draft report for review and comments by Parties. Although the term of reference only
refers to review by Parties and the Effectiveness Evaluation Group, review and comments from other
stakeholders will also be appreciated.

The OESG, co-chaired by Mr. Dominique Bally Kpokro (Cote d’Ivoire) and Ms. Alexandra Steffen
(Canada), who replaced Mr. Terry Keating (the United States of America), developed its plans for data
collection analysis (UNEP/MC/COP.5/INF/24) and an overview of available monitoring, emission and
release data (UNEP/MC/COP.6/INF/23).

The OESG worked to develop a draft scientific report in which it compiled and analysed available mercury
monitoring, emission and release data. The draft report has been posted on the following web page:

. https://minamataconvention.org/en/intersessional-work-and-submissions-cop-7#sec3477

General comments

The Italian competent authority would like to thank the Open-ended Scientific Group (OESG) for
preparing this report pursuant to decision MC-4/11.

The comments below refer to the Word version of the draft report available on the Minamata Convention
website (OESG_Scientific Report 260410 draft word).

During our review, we noted that several sections of the report refer to Annex 1 (e.g. lines 2002, 2071,
2427, 2630 and 3300). However, this annex does not appear to be available in the version provided to
Parties. In addition, the text refers to figures and tables that are not included in the document (e.g. lines
774 and 1330). We would appreciate clarification as to whether these annexes, figures and tables will be
made available during the review process.

The references listed below are suggested for consideration and possible inclusion in the report. We also
suggest reviewing and harmonizing the format of in-text citations throughout the document to ensure

consistency.
Specific comments

Line Comment

116 Please remove (The report is in https://gmd.copernicus.org/articles/18/2747/2025/gmd-18-
2747-2025.html) and add (Dastoor et al., 2025)

690 Please link MIA with (https://minamataconvention.org/en/parties/minamata-initial-
assessments)

690 Please link PRTRs with (https://prtr.unece.org )

691 Please link CLTRAP with (https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-
05/1979%20CLRTAP.e.pdf )

691 Please link GMA with (https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/global-mercury-
assessment-2018 )

692 Please link EDGAR with (https://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.cu/methodology )

700 Please link UNFCCC with (https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/united-nations-
framework-convention-on-climate-change )

702-703 Please link “EDGAR Global Mercury Emissions v8.1” with
(https://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.cu/dataset tox81 ) and modify the sentence The EDGAR
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Global Mercury Emissions v8.1, which provides mercury emissions across all countries for
the period from 1970 to 2022, is available at https://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/dataset tox81. It
includes total mercury ...” with “The EDGAR Global Mercury Emissions v8.1, which
provides mercury emissions across all countries for the period from 1970 to 2022, includes
toral mercury ...”

709 Please link “EMEP/EEA guidebook™ with
(https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/emep-eea-guidebook-2023 )

714 Please modify “are based on (Cui et al. 2025) for China and (EDGAR v8.1) (Dastoor et al.
2025) for all other countries”

931 Please Remove (see above) or specify the section or figure or table of reference

1067 Please remove (e.g. a commentary by Lesley Sloss here: https://www.sustainable-
carbon.org/blogs/fly-ash-let-it-lie/) and add (Trajkovi¢, D.V., Jankovi¢, A.Z., Mijatovic,
N.N. et al. Heavy metals in fly ash: chemometric modelling of extraction parameters and
environmental and health risk assessment. Environ Geochem Health 48, 20 (2026).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10653-025-02908-9 ) (Nayak D. K., Abhilash P.P., Singh R.,
Kumar R., Kumar V., Fly ash for sustainable construction: A review of fly ash concrete
and its beneficial use case studies, Cleaner Materials, V. 6, 2022,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clema.2022.100143 )

1329 Please modify with “the LAI (Leaf Area Index),

1373 Please modify with “Certain environmental contaminants are usually first detected in the
air”

1465 Please modify note 12 (Concentrations were determined using the sampling rate)

1512-1513 | We suggest changing the sentence “The submitted data were averaged first to daily
averages followed by averages for the whole period of data submitted” with Average of the
data calculated per day and for the whole period

1682 We suggest changing the sentence “Data were averaged on a monthly basis and plotted for
all the years” with Average of the data calculated per month

1897 Please modify the link reported in text
(https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envpol.2024.125104) with the following:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envpol.2024.125104

1917 Please modify the link reported in the text with
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2011.01.033

1920 Please modify the link reported in the text with
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2013.04.009

1924-1926 | We suggest removing this reference because it is reported in line 1927-1929

1929 Please modify the link reported in text with
https://doi.org/10.1016/].scitotenv.2022.155802

1937 Please modify the link reported in text with https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-18-5905-2018

1948 Please modify the link reported in the text with
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2009.05.028

2639 Please modify (see below) with (Figure 12)

3041 Please modify (Stringell et al.,2014) with (Stringell et al.,2015)

3457 Please delete the sentence in brackets. (see also section 0.1.4.5). Section 0.1.4.5 is not
included in the document

3588 Please modify (Nuligak, 1996) with (I, Nuligak , ISBN: 9780671780906)

3588 Please modify (Alunik et al.,2003) with (Across Time and Tundra: The Inuvialuit of the
Western Arctic; ISBN:1551926458, 9781551926452)

3612 Please remove (Noel et al., in press)

3674 Please change (Macleod et al 2019) with (Macleod & Coughanowr, 2019)
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4317 Please delete the sentence “The data collected is described in Annex II””, as Annex II is not
included in the document. Alternatively, please include it as an annex among the
documents available on the website.

4322 Please change (2018 by Basu et al.!') with (Basu et al.,2018!!)))

4362 Please delete “from publications listed in the Annex II”. Annex II is not included in the
document. Alternatively, please include it as an annex among the documents available on
the website.

4363 Please modify (by Basu et al. (2018)) with (Basu et al.,2018)

4746 Please add (Katsonouri et al., 2023)

5347 We suggest to modify (decadally) with (every ten years)

5517 Please add (padj) after (Dunn’s test with Benjamini-Hochberg correction)

5518 Please remove (padj)

5734 Please add in the brackets (CA:LA) after “catchment:lake”

7178 Regarding the data on “tree rings” from Italy we suggest adding the bibliographic
reference as following (Fornasaro et al., 2023) https://doi.org/10.3390/min13050688

7526 Please modify line with “comprehensive description of the multi-model experiment
program was recently published (Dastoor et al. (2025)”

8284 Figure 14 and its caption is reported two times. A copy of figure 14 and its caption is also
present at line 8178. Please check if the report need it.

8437 Please remove the-reference “Geyman et al. 2024, DOI: 10.1029/2023EF004231” because
this reference is reported at line 8434

8438 Please modify the sentence “Similarly to this study, Geyman et al. find that” with the
following “in the same article (Geyman et al. (2024)) it’s find that”
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