
Time (in CEST) Segment Presenter

16:30 - 16:33 (3 

min)

Welcome and session 

overview

Joshua Oluwaseyi 

(CWYP)

16:33 - 16:41 (8 

min)

Introduction to Chemicals 

and Waste Youth 

Platform

Shannon Lisa (CWYP)

16:41 - 16:49 (8 

min)

Introduction to Global 

Indigenous Youth Caucus

Alexyss McClellan-

Ufugusuku (GIYC)

16:49 - 16:57 (8 

min)

Updates from GEF-9 

Replenishment 

(chemicals and waste 

pillar and youth 

engagement) / GEF 

support for Indigenous 

youth participation at 

COP-6

Tania Eulalia Martinez 

Cruz (GEF)

16:57 - 17:12 

(15 min)

Launch of the Mercury 

Youth Task Force and 

youth programming for 

COP-6

Hemavathi Shekhar 

(Mercury Youth Task 

Force)

17:12 - 17:27 

(15 min)

Youth testimonies / 

experiences with mercury 

pollution

Francis Boafo 

Asamoah (UN Decade 

on Ecosystem 

Restoration Youth Task 

Force)

Naveen Gautam 

(CDWD Youth 

Constituency / The 

Inclusivity Project)

Video: Grassy Narrows 

Youth Movement

17:27 - 17:30 (3 

min)

Wrap-up and plan for part 

2 of session

Joshua Oluwaseyi 

(CWYP)



Why is Chemicals & Waste
Governance a Youth Priority?

● Children and youth experience heightened and unique 

vulnerabilities to hazardous chemicals and waste

● Specific routes of exposure and health impacts to 

children and adolescents have only been evaluated for a very 

small portion of chemicals

● Generations being born pre-polluted, building toxic 

chemical burden in bodies throughout life with more years to 

contend with the effects

● Transboundary and transgenerational issue

Image Credit: Washington Post, Sean Gallagher/Pulitzer Center 



Impacts to Children and Youth Increasingly 
Recognized in Global Chemicals Policy  



Child Health References in 
Minamata Convention Text and Amendments



SAICM, 2020. Promoting multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral 

participation – summary of known obstacles and possible incentives.

● The chemicals and waste 

conventions recognize that

children and youth are 

significantly vulnerable to 

chemicals and waste and 

aim to protect youth

● However, children and 

youth are not often 

included in the 

development of global 

policy/ activities to address 

these problems 

Youth: 
Missing 
Piece to 
Effective 

Chemicals 
& Waste 
Policy



Youth Engagement in Other MEAs / Frameworks - 1



Youth Engagement in Other MEAs / Frameworks - 2



The Chemicals & Waste Youth Platform

World’s largest network of youth, children, and youth-led organizations focused on policy 
development and action on hazardous chemicals, waste and pollution.

Goal:
(1) Build long-term, meaningful youth engagement in the work of the UN chemicals, waste and pollution 
pillar, (2) improve coordination across youth NGOs accredited to BRS, GFC and Minamata

Membership:
Universal in nature, 3000+ youth organizations and individuals

Operationalized:
February 2021





Landscape of 
Youth 

Environment 
Constituencies in 

UN System



Mobilizing Children and Youth Voices in UN 
Chemicals and Waste Pillar (GFC and BRS) 



Proposal for Youth Engagement Text in COP-6

Request the Secretariat to develop, in consultation with youth, a proposal for 

a Children and Youth Engagement and Action Plan to mainstream youth 

engagement in the Convention.

Recognize youth as critical stakeholders and partners in the work of the 

Minamata Convention.  



GIYC preparatory meeting 
before UNPFII 2025 



A space created by and for 
Indigenous youth delegates 
to United Nations meetings 

Meet in person daily during 
the UN Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues

Organize throughout the 
year to be in collaboration 
with Indigenous youth around 
the world 



Minamata COP6 is coming on the heels of 
several important UN guidelines on 
Indigenous peoples: 
● General Assembly Resolution on the 

Enhanced Participation of Indigenous 
Peoples (2024) 

● CEDAW General Recommendation 39 on 
the rights of Indigenous women and girls 
(2022) 

● Special Rapporteur Albert Barume’s 
Report on Indigenous peoples (August 
2025) 



The participation of Indigenous youth in Minamata COP is  
fundamental to seeking effective solutions, mitigating future 
harms, and respecting the sovereignty and dignity of 
Indigenous peoples globally. 

Involving Indigenous youth in high-level decision making also 
beings to lay the groundwork for achieving Free Prior and 
Informed Consent where Indigenous peoples are involved, 
which is a foundational tenet of the UNDRIP. 



Indigenous youth are being adversely affected by mercury 
issues such as skin lightening products, artisanal gold mining, 
and unsafe dental amalgam, but we are also subject to 
mercury pollution and poisoning that is sometimes inflicted 
upon us by member states. 

Indigenous youth approach the challenges of Mercury 
contamination through our responsibility to future 
generations and our rights as Indigenous peoples, especially 
the respect of our right to Self-Determination (UNDRIP Article 
3). 





Launch of the Mercury 
Youth Task Force 

(July 2025)

● Over 70 youth constituencies, 

youth-led organizations and 

individuals

● ~75% of current Task Force 

members from Global South 

countries

● Co-led by CWYP and GIYC



Youth Engaged Throughout COP-6 
Regional Preparatory Meetings 

Asia-Pacific 23-24 September | Bangkok 

GRULAC 3-4 September | Santiago Europe 16-17 September | Geneva

Africa 7-9 October | Nairobi 



Youth Consultation Series / Development of 
1st Global Youth Declaration on Mercury 
● 10 regional + identity-based (CDWD and Indigenous Peoples) youth 

workshops planned / underway in lead-up to COP-6 in collaboration 

with regional youth organizations

● Intergenerational dialogue between youth, UN, member states and 

key civil society/academia networks

● Schedule / recordings: bit.ly/mercury-youth-activities

Latin America and Caribbean Youth Consultation / Workshop – 14 October 2025



Youth Forum on Mercury Pollution + 
Presentation of Youth Declaration

Date Sunday, 2nd November 2025

Time 10:00 – 18:00 CEST

Venue CICG Room B (am) / Room 1 (pm) + Hybrid

High-level morning sessions to include: 

• 3 thematic roundtables focused on mercury pollution 

issues of concern to children and youth

• Global Youth Dialogue (collaboration with Ministry of 

Environment, Japan) + formal presentation of Global 

Youth Declaration

Afternoon youth workshops to include: 

• Networking space

• Youth intervention drafting sessions 

• Negotiation training / prep



Exhibition Booth: 
Our Future, Mercury-Free: Youth Action for the Minamata Convention

A space for children and youth to gather and share their 

work at COP-6

• Youth “Mercury Pollution Solutions” map - showcasing 

youth-led projects and stories from around the world 

addressing mercury pollution, hazardous child labor, toxic 

cosmetics and more

• Youth testimony video wall - rotating display of pre-

recorded, first-person messages from youth around the 

world, sharing lived experiences with mercury pollution, 

what is at stake for their communities, and a direct call to 

COP-6 decision-makers

Submit youth case 
studies / stories

BRS COPs 2025 Youth Booth

ICCM5 2023 Youth Booth



Learn more about youth 
engagement in Minamata + 

connect with us

Email: chemicals.admin@unmgcy.org

Social Media: @chemwasteyouth

Website (coming soon!): chemwasteyouth.org

Email: amcclell@ucsc.edu

Social Media: @globalindigenousyouthcaucus

Website: globalindigenousyouthcaucus.org

Email: minamata-youthtf@unmgcy.org

Trello Board: bit.ly/mercury-youth-activities
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