


Housekeeping notes

► If the moderator opens the floor, and if you wish to take the floor, please click the Raise Hand icon 
that appears next to your name on the Participants panel.

► The moderator will call names based on the order of raised hands and allow you to unmute. When 
you are named, please unmute yourself and speak. When your speaking is over, kindly mute
yourself and click the Lower Hand icon.

► You may also wish to type question(s) in the chat box and send to “everyone”.

► If you need any technical assistance, please put your message in the chat box and send it to the 
host or co-host.

► Please help us to keep improving the experience by filling out the survey at the end of this 
webinar.

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed by speakers, moderators, and participants during this pre-
COP-6 online event are those of the individuals concerned and do not necessarily reflect the views 
or policies of the Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury.
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Pollution – driver of biodiversity loss

IPBES global assessment 
report on biodiversity and 
ecosystem services of the 
Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services



Identification of interlinkages and efforts 
for international cooperation

Interlinkages between the chemicals 
and waste multilateral environmental 

agreements and biodiversity: key 
insights” (UNEP, 2021)

Bern III Conference on Cooperation among 
the biodiversity-related conventions for the 

implementation of the GBF (UNEP, 2024). 



BRS and GFC report

Report on the contributions of the chemicals and waste 

international agreements and frameworks to the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

May 2025









www.brsmeas.org
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United Nations Environment Programme
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Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention
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BRS website and 
access to the report

http://www.brsmeas.org/
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Minamata 
Convention 
on Mercury

➢ Objective: to protect the human health and the 

environment from anthropogenic emissions and 

releases of mercury and mercury compounds.

➢ Adopted in October 2013, entered into force in August 

2017.

➢ 153 Parties, as of 13 October 2025



Mercury Health Effects:

•  Highly hazardous chemical that causes 
serious neurological effects on all life forms 
examined to date.

•  In humans, it crosses the blood-brain barrier 
and causes irreversible lifelong effects on 
babies in the womb.

•  Effects in adults. Loss of IQ, memory, disability 
and death

•  Research in animals: change in behavior, lower 
reproduction rate (stillbirth) overall lower 
fitness

                      P - ersistent

                      B - ioaccumulates

                      T - oxic



Overview 
of the 
Convention’s 
provisions

ARTICLE 1

The objective of the Convention is to 

protect the human health and the 

environment from anthropogenic 

emissions and releases of mercury and 

mercury compounds.

Control Measures Enabling / Supportive Context

Art. 13: Financial Mechanism 

Art. 14: Capacity-building, technical 

assistance and technical transfer

Art. 15: Implementation and Compliance 

Committee

Art. 16: Health aspects

Art. 17: Information Exchange

Art. 18: Public information, awareness and 

education

Art. 19: Research, development and 

monitoring

Art. 20: Implementation plans

Art. 21: Reporting

Art. 22: Effectiveness evaluation

Art. 23: Conference of the Parties

Art. 24: Secretariat

Arts. 25-35: Various procedural articles

Reduce 
mercury 

to the 
environment

Reduce the use 
and presence 
of mercury in 
the economy, 
industry and 

society

Keep mercury 
underground

Art. 3.5 (a): 
Stocks

Art. 3.5 (b): 
Excess mercury 

from de-
commissioned 

chlor-alkali 
facilities

Art. 4: Mercury 
added Products

Art. 5: 
Manufacturing 

Processes 

Art. 7: ASGM

Art. 8: 
Emissions

Art. 9: 
Releases

Art. 3.3: No 
new primary 

mines 

Art. 3.4: 
Existing mines 

- 15 years

Art. 7: ASGM

Art. 10: Interim 
Storage

Art. 12: 
Contaminated 

sites

Art. 11: Mercury 
wastes

Art. 3.6 – 3.10: 

Trade of 

mercury



Section 3: Mutually 
supportive 
implementation of 
the Minamata 
Convention and the 
KMGBF 



COP-5: ASGM, Indigenous Peoples, local 
communities and biodiversity

Decision 5/7: Artisanal small-

scale gold mining

▪ Requested the secretariat to 

prepare an additional section of 

the guidance document on 

collaboration with indigenous 

peoples, local communities and 

other stakeholders

MC-5/17: Mercury and the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

▪ Minamata Convention and the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework can be implemented in a 
mutually supportive manner

▪ Encourages parties, through their
operational focal points of the Global 
Environment Facility, to integrate
mercury action into projects developed
under the biodiversity focal area and 
integrated programmes of the eighth
replenishment of the Global 
Environment Facility trust fund.

▪ Importance of broadening
participation of Indigenous
Peoples, as well as local 
communities, in the 
implementation of projects and 
programmes undertaken under the 
Minamata Convention 

Decision 5/1: Effects of mercury 
pollution on indigenous peoples and 
local communities



COP-6 Item 4(l): 
Mercury and the 
Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity 
Framework

❖ 6/20: Road map for enhancing co-
benefits from implementation of 
the Minamata Convention and the 
Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework

❖ INF/27: Technical document on 
integrating action to reduce 
mercury pollution from ASGM into 
NBSAPs aligned with the KMGBF 
(funded by the Netherlands)

❖ INF/41: Key CBD decisions 
relevant to the Minamata 
Convention

UNEP/MC/COP.6/20: Road map for enhancing co-benefits 
from implementation of the Minamata Convention and the 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

• Includes an overview of activities undertaken in response to 
decision MC-5/17 and the proposed roadmap 

• Key pillars of the roadmap include: 

- Contribution to the monitoring framework of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework;

- Inclusion of mercury reduction actions and targets in national 
biodiversity strategies and action plans and national 
biodiversity targets;

- Creation of an enabling environment for enhanced co-
benefits;

- Indicators for measuring progress in implementing the road 
map.



Item 4(l): Mercury 
and the Kunming-
Montreal Global 
Biodiversity 
Framework (cont.)

INF/27: Technical document on integrating action to reduce 
mercury pollution from artisanal and small-scale gold 
mining into national biodiversity strategies and action plans 
aligned with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (funded by the Netherlands)

INF/41: Key decisions of the Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention on Biological Diversity relevant to the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury

• Annex I provides a list of key decisions from COP-15 and COP-16 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity;

• Annex II provides resources to support parties in integrating 
mercury reduction actions into their national biodiversity 
strategies and action plans (NBSAPs).

❖ 6/20: Road map for enhancing co-
benefits from implementation of 
the Minamata Convention and the 
Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework

❖ INF/27: Technical document on 
integrating action to reduce 
mercury pollution from ASGM into 
NBSAPs aligned with the KMGBF

❖ INF/41: Key CBD decisions 
relevant to the Minamata 
Convention





COP-6: Artisanal and small-scale gold mining
Indigenous Peoples and local communities

6/17: Strengthening the effective engagement 

of Indigenous Peoples as well as local 

communities

▪ Summary of the report, requested in paragraph 

4 of COP-5 decision MC-5/1, on the needs 

and priorities of Indigenous Peoples and 

local communities with regard to the effects of 

mercury. The report is presented in full in 

document INF/24.

6/7: Matters for consideration by the 

Conference of the Parties pursuant to decision 

MC-5/7 on artisanal and small-scale gold 

mining 

• Effective engagement and participation of 

Indigenous Peoples, local communities 

and other stakeholders: ​

o Draft provisional guide on the effective 

engagement and participation of 

Indigenous Peoples and of local 

communities (INF/11).

• Add.1 – Review of the 

implementation of Article 7



#MakeMercuryHistory

Secretariat of the Minamata Convention on Mercury
United Nations Environment Programme
11-13, Chemin des Anémones - 1219 Châtelaine, Switzerland

WEB: www. minamataconvention.org
MAIL: MEA-MinamataSecretariat@un.org 
X: @minamataMEA​
#MakeMercuryHistory

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MakeMercuryHistory?src=hashtag_click


Integrating Chemicals and Waste Management into Biodiversity 

Conservation - The Power of Synergies



Mechanisms for strengthening the synergistic 

implementation of Multilateral Environmental 

Agreements (MEAs

To enhance coordination in the implementation of MEAs and strengthen synergies between chemicals and waste-based conventions and biodiversity-based conventions, Rwanda has 

established the following national mechanisms:

❑ Department in charge of Monitoring the MEAs implementation: In 2010, Rwanda created a dedicated department within the Rwanda Environment Management Authority (REMA) 

responsible for overseeing the implementation of all Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) ratified by the country.

❑ Establish a platform that brings together different National focal points from different institution 

❑ Biennial National focal point meeting:  Since 2012, Rwanda conducts two regular National Focal Point meetings each year. The first NFPs meeting, organized at the beginning of 

the fiscal year, focuses on planning activities across all clusters, while the second meeting serves as an evaluation forum to assess the progress and implementation of the 

planned MEA activities.

❑ MEAs implementation Status  report: At the end of each fiscal year, the Rwanda Environment Management Authority (REMA) prepares a National MEA Implementation Status 

Report, providing an overview of the country’s progress in implementing each Multilateral Environmental Agreement.

❑ Establishing Chemicals and waste and biodiversity-based conventions steering committee: To enhance the harmonized implementation of Multilateral Environmental 

Agreements (MEAs), this steering committee has been established. It has its specific mandates and committee meet twice in year. 



Rwanda’s ongoing effort towards
❖ Rehabilitation of 5 wetland in Kigali city: degraded and contaminated wetland are now under rehabilitation to bring back its functionality and regenerate the ecosystem to meet the GBF 

target 2 

❖ Rwanda’s vision 2050 and 2nd National Strategy for Transformation: Different industrial zones integrating sustainable management of chemicals and wastes established promoting 

the biodiversity conservation implementing GBF target 7 

❖ NSAP: Rwanda has recently launched the NBSAP aligned with linking the target 7 under GBF



Challenges to achieve for MS to achieve synergy among the MEAs

Below are  key measure challenge to achieving the objective of synergy 

▪ Limited capacities among the National focal points of both clusters 

▪ Lack of dedicated fund to support the developing countries



Thank you
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