Annex to Article 4 
Canada’s exemptions to Article 4 
 Canada had an exemption until 2025 for three sub-categories of lamps containing mercury listed in Part I of Annex A:	  
· Linear fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes: (a)-(b). 
· Manufacture, import and export of:   
· triband phosphor < 60 watts with a mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp   
· Mercury in cold cathode fluorescent lamps and external electrode fluorescent lamps (CCFL and EEFL) for electronic displays: (a)-(c).   
· Manufacture, import and export of CCFLs and EEFLs:   
· short length (≤ 500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 3.5 mg per lamp   
· medium length (> 500 mm and ≤ 1 500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp 
 Summary of the 2024 amendments to Canada’s Products Containing Mercury Regulations 
Amendments published in 2024 further tightened these regulations, setting stricter limits on mercury content, and phasing out the manufacture and import of additional common mercury-containing products in 2025. These measures aim to align with the Minamata Convention’s goals and ensure mercury-added products are not manufactured or imported where prohibited.  
Upon the Amendments coming into force in June 2025, the Amendments lowered the mercury content limit currently allowed for certain straight fluorescent lamps for general lighting purposes. For example, the mercury content limit for triband phosphor T12 lamps that are less than 60 watts will be lowered from 10 mg or 15 mg per lamp to 5 mg per lamp. This was an obligation under the original text of the Minamata Convention, for which Canada had a five-year exemption. 
In June 2025, the import or manufacture of CCFLs and EEFLs were also prohibited, except for lamps used as a replacement part in electronic displays if, and only if, no viable mercury-free alternative is available. This was also an obligation under the original text of the Minamata Convention, for which Canada also had a five-year exemption.  
In addition, on December 31, 2025, the Amendments prohibited the import and manufacture of the following lamps for general lighting purposes, which are the most common types of lamps containing mercury in Canada: 
· Screw-base compact fluorescent lamps (or with integrated ballast) 
· Pin-base compact fluorescent lamps (or with non-integrated ballast) 
· Straight (or linear) fluorescent lamps 
· Non-linear fluorescent lamps 
For transitional purposes, the Amendments will allow replacement lamps to continue to be imported or manufactured for pin-base CFLs, straight fluorescent lamps and non-linear fluorescent lamps for a two-year period ending on December 31, 2027. As a result, these replacement lamps will only be allowed to be imported or manufactured until December 31, 2027, and only to replace lamps that are already in use in existing lamp fixtures (in 2025). With this December 31, 2027, phase out date, Canada will be able to meet all the Convention’s newly adopted phase out dates for lamps, except for three that will come into force in Canada a year after the Convention’s deadlines. Furthermore, in order to avoid issues of stockpiling in Canada while allowing retailers to sell their stock, the sale of these replacement lamps will be prohibited in Canada on December 31, 2029. 
In addition, the Amendments included additional restrictions on the import and manufacture of other categories of lamps containing mercury not currently prohibited under the Convention. The import and manufacture of high-pressure sodium vapour lamps and metal halide lamps used for general lighting purposes in new fixtures will be prohibited on December 31, 2028. However, considering that not all existing fixtures have direct mercury-free replacements yet, the Regulations include an exemption for replacement lamps to be used in existing fixtures, with no end date. This approach aims to promote the use of mercury-free LED lighting in new installations, while allowing for the continued use of existing high intensity discharge fixtures. This phase-down also recognizes that no other jurisdiction is prohibiting these lamps at this time. Finally, the import and manufacture of bulbs for automobile headlamps containing mercury are prohibited under the Regulations as of December 31st, 2025 in Canada, with an exemption for replacement bulbs, with no end date. 
 
Table. Comparison of phase out dates for mercury-added products under the Minamata Convention and Canada’s Regulations 
	Mercury-added products  
	Minamata Convention 
	Canada’s Regulations (PCMR, unless otherwise specified) 
	Notes on Canada’s compliance 

	Batteries, except for button zinc silver oxide batteries with a mercury content < 2% and button zinc air batteries with a mercury content < 2% 
	2020 
	November 8, 2015 
	- 

	Button zinc silver oxide batteries with a mercury content < 2% and button zinc air batteries with a mercury content < 2% 
	2025 
	December 31, 2015 
	- 

	Switches and relays, except very high accuracy capacitance and loss measurement bridges and high frequency radio frequency switches and relays in monitoring and control instruments with a maximum mercury content of 20 mg per bridge, switch or relay 
	2020 
	November 8, 2015 
	- 

	Very high accuracy capacitance and loss measurement bridges and high frequency radio frequency switches and relays in monitoring and control instruments with a maximum mercury content of 20 mg per bridge switch or relay, except those used for research and development purposes 
	2025 
	June 19, 2025 
	- 

	Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes that are ≤ 30 watts with a mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp burner 
	2020 
	November 8, 2015 
	- 

	Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) for general lighting purposes that are > 30 watts 
	2026 
	December 31, 2025 
	- 

	Compact fluorescent lamps with an integrated ballast (CFL.i) for general lighting purposes that are ≤ 30 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 5 mg per lamp burner 
	2025 
	December 31, 2025 
	- 

	Compact fluorescent lamps with a non-integrated ballast (CFL.ni) for general lighting purposes that are ≤ 30 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 5 mg per lamp burner 
	2026 
	December 31, 2025, followed by a two-year exemption for replacement lamps ending on December 31, 2027 
	Canada has not yet formally ratified this amendment to Annex A. 

	Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes:  
(a) Triband phosphor < 60 watts with a mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp;  
	2020 
 
	June 19, 2025 
	Canada registered for an exemption until 2025. 

	(b) Halophosphate phosphor ≤ 40 watts with a mercury content exceeding 10 mg per lamp 
	2020 
 
	November 8, 2015 
	- 

	Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes:  
(a) Halophosphate phosphor ≤ 40 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 10 mg per lamp  
(b) Halophosphate phosphor > 40 watts 
	2026 
	December 31, 2025, followed by a two-year exemption for replacement lamps ending on December 31, 2027 
	Canada has not yet formally ratified this amendment to Annex A. 

	Linear fluorescent lamps (LFLs) for general lighting purposes:  
(a) Triband phosphor < 60 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 5 mg/lamp  
(b) Triband phosphor ≥ 60 watts with a mercury content not exceeding 5 mg per lamp  
(c) Triband phosphor ≥ 60 watts with a mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp 
	2027 
	December 31, 2025, followed by a two-year exemption for replacement lamps ending on December 31, 2027 
	 

	Non-linear fluorescent lamps (NFLs) (e.g., U-bend and circular) for general lighting purposes:  
(a) Triband phosphor, all wattages 
	2027 
	December 31, 2025, followed by a two-year exemption for replacement lamps ending on December 31, 2027 
	 

	(b) Halophosphate phosphor, all wattages 
	2026 
	December 31, 2025, followed by a two-year exemption for replacement lamps ending on December 31, 2027 
	Canada has not yet formally ratified this amendment to Annex A. 

	High pressure mercury vapour lamps (HPMV) for general lighting purposes 
	2020 
	December 31, 2017 
	- 

	Mercury in Cold cathode fluorescent lamps and external electrode fluorescent lamps (CCFL and EEFL) for electronic displays:  
(a) Short length (≤ 500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 3.5 mg per lamp  
(b) Medium length (> 500 mm and ≤ 1,500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 5 mg per lamp 
	2020 
	June 19, 2025 
	Canada registered for an exemption until 2025. 

	(c) Long length (> 1,500 mm) with mercury content exceeding 13 mg per lamp 
	2020 
	November 8, 2015 
	- 

	Cold cathode fluorescent lamps (CCFL) and external electrode fluorescent lamps (EEFL) of all lengths for electronic displays, not included in the listing directly above 
	2025 
	June 19, 2025 
	- 

	Cosmetics (with mercury content above 1ppm), including skin lightening soaps and creams, and not including eye area cosmetics where mercury is used as a preservative and no effective and safe substitute preservatives are available 
	2020 
	Cosmetic Regulations (2024) 
 
	- 

	Cosmetics, including skin-lightening soaps and creams, and not including eye area cosmetics where mercury is used as a preservative and no effective and safe substitute preservatives are available 
	2025 
	 Cosmetic Regulations (2024) 
 
	Canada has not yet formally ratified this amendment to Annex A. 

	Pesticides, biocides and topical antiseptics 
	2020 
	Canada’s Food and Drug Regulations and 
Pest Control Products Regulations (2006)  
	- 

	The following non-electronic measuring devices except non-electronic measuring devices installed in large-scale equipment or those used for high precision measurement, where no suitable mercury-free alternative is available:  
(a) barometers;  
(b) hygrometers;  
(c) manometers;  
(d) thermometers;  
(e) sphygmomanometers. 
	2020 
	November 8, 2015 
	 

	Strain gauges to be used in plethysmographs 
	2025 
	November 8, 2015 
	 

	The following electrical and electronic measuring devices except those installed in large-scale equipment or those used for high precision measurement, where no suitable mercury free alternative is available: (a) Melt pressure transducers, melt pressure transmitters and melt pressure sensors. 
	2025 
	November 8, 2015 
	 

	Mercury vacuum pumps 
	2025 
	November 8, 2015 
	 

	Tyre balancers and wheel weights 
	2025 
	November 8, 2015 
	 

	Photographic film and paper 
	2025 
	June 19, 2025 
	 

	Propellant for satellites and spacecraft 
	2025 
	November 8, 2015 
	 


 

