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Supplemental information for Questions 3.3 (a) (i) and 3.3 (b) (i)
Results of Australia’s endeavour to identify mercury stocks
Industrial facilities in Australia have duties in relation to the storage of mercury or mercury compounds, and minimising risks to the environment and human health under the respective legislative frameworks for environmental protection, dangerous goods, and occupational health and safety across Australia’s federal, state and territory governments. State and territory (sub-national) environment protection legislation typically regulates potentially polluting facilities and activities through the issuance of environmental authorities or licences, which set out the conditions under which the activities must operate. Quantity or size thresholds may apply. 
In 2023 the Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) conducted a national survey with sub-national state and territory environment agencies to identify individual stocks of mercury or mercury compounds exceeding 50 metric tonnes and sources of mercury supply generating stocks exceeding 10 metric tonnes per year.  
This process was built upon in 2025 with an additional consultation with relevant sub-national authorities and voluntary survey circulated to approximately 300 potentially relevant facilities and companies as identified through Australia’s National Pollutant Inventory.  
The 2025 survey included the development of a custom-built HTML/JavaScript tool to automate the extraction and tabulation of responses from completed survey forms. A copy of the survey is at Attachment A. 
Results of the survey are as follows: 
1. Identification of individual stocks of mercury or mercury compounds exceeding 50 metric tonnes 
The Australian Government conducted a voluntary survey with relevant industry stakeholders in 2025. From the information available, no individual stocks of mercury or mercury compounds located in Australia exceeded 50 metric tonnes in the reporting period. Reported stocks (< 50 metric tonnes) largely related to dental amalgam and polyurethane manufacture (prohibited from 31 December 2025). Other reported stocks relate to waste streams and waste processing (e.g. production of recycled/recovered mercury during metal and oil/gas extraction and processing). 
2. Sources of mercury ‘supply generating’ stocks exceeding 10 metric tonnes per year in the period between 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk223012046][bookmark: _Hlk222219282][bookmark: _Hlk222387357][bookmark: _Hlk222498674]The Australian Government has endeavoured to identify domestic sources of mercury-supply-generating stocks exceeding 10 metric tonnes per year. As a result, three businesses have been identified as generating mercury or mercury compounds from waste streams, exceeding the 10 metric tonne per year threshold over the reporting period. These mercury/mercury compounds are disposed of and managed as waste.

Attachment A: Australia’s Voluntary Survey on Mercury Stock Data
[bookmark: _Toc19023741][bookmark: _Toc19107846]Minamata Convention on Mercury – Voluntary Survey on Mercury Stock Data

Introduction 
You are receiving this voluntary survey because your business either reports mercury data to the National Pollutant Inventory or handles products or waste containing mercury.
Minamata Convention on Mercury
Australia ratified the Minamata Convention on 7 December 2021 and it entered into force on 
7 March 2022. This international treaty aims to protect human health and the environment by controlling mercury pollution from human activities. The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (the department) is the national focal point for the Minamata Convention.
Reporting under the Minamata Convention
In accordance with Article 21 of the Minamata Convention, Australia is required to publicly report every two years on the measures taken to implement the provisions of this Convention. The reports alternate in two formats: A Short Report focussing on supply and trade and waste disposal; and a Long Report covering all aspects of implementation. Reports are available at the following link: 
Minamata Convention website.
Australia’s first Long Report is due to be submitted to the United Nations by 31 December 2025. This Long Report covers the period from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2024.
Why we are collecting this information 
The following voluntary survey has been prepared to collect information on stocks of mercury or mercury compounds to inform Australia’s Long Report. The survey responses will be used solely to meet Minamata Convention reporting obligations and will not be used for any compliance or assurance-related assessments, unless authorised or required by law. All entities are encouraged to participate even if the response is nil, as your input will help establish a comprehensive baseline and contribute to the global knowledge base on mercury stocks. 
The collected data will be used to quantify national stock levels, with results deidentified and aggregated, and then incorporated into Australia’s Long Report. We will then submit the Long Report to the Minamata Convention Secretariat for publication on the Minamata Convention website. 
Privacy Notice
This notice explains how your personal information will be collected and handled as part of the Voluntary survey of mercury stock data. We will collect the following information:
· Your name
· Email address
· Phone number
· Organisation 
This information will be collected through the survey response, and in email correspondence with you regarding the completion of the survey. All data collected (including personal information) from this survey will be stored securely in Australia. Access to the survey response data will be limited to relevant departmental staff with a need to know. 
Your contact information is requested so we can clarify your responses if necessary and, where relevant, provide you with the outcomes from this survey. Survey results on mercury stocks will be deidentified and aggregated at the national level before being shared with the Minamata Convention Secretariat. Individual facilities/entities will remain unidentifiable. 
Provision of this information is voluntary. Any personal information you provide will be handled in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) and the department’s Privacy Policy. It will not be disclosed to any third party without your consent, unless authorised or required by law. You can choose not to provide the requested information.
You can choose to participate anonymously or use a pseudonym. You can also choose not to provide your personal information. 
Privacy Policy and Contact Us
Our Privacy Policy explains how you can access or correct your personal information, and how to make a complaint. Available at https://www.dcceew.gov.au/about/commitment/privacy (DCCEEW).
If you have questions, please contact DCCEEW at privacy@dcceew.gov.au.

Reporting and processing instructions
We invite your input on the questions below. This survey includes numerical, fixed-text, and free-text response options. Please provide your answers in the designated spaces below, ensuring that no questions are altered. The deadline for submissions to Minamata@dcceew.gov.au is 31 October 2025. If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact us at Minamata@dcceew.gov.au.


Section 1. General Information

1.1 Full name of organisation/business:
Click or tap here to enter text.
1.2 What states or territories do you or your organisation operate in? [optional] [multiple choice, select all that apply]
☐Australian Capital Territory   
☐New South Wales   
☐Northern Territory   
☐Queensland   
☐South Australia   
☐Tasmania   
☐Victoria   
☐Western Australia   
☐Outside Australia (please write here): Click or tap here to enter text.
1.3 Full name of the facility: 
Click or tap here to enter text.
1.4 Name and title of contact person: [optional]
Click or tap here to enter text.
1.5 Facility address: 
Click or tap here to enter text.
1.6 Phone number: [optional]
Click or tap here to enter text.
1.7 Email address: [optional]
Click or tap here to enter text.
1.8 Website (please include the website URL, e.g., https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/chemicals-management/mercury): [optional]
Click or tap here to enter text.
1.9 What industry sector/type best describes your organisation? Options below, select all that apply:
1.9.1: Extraction and use of fuels/energy sources with mercury impurities
☐ Mineral oil (petroleum) extraction and refining
☐ Natural gas extraction, refining and use
☐ Other fossil fuels extraction and use
1.9.2: Primary metal production and generation of mercury as by-product
☐ Zinc extraction and initial processing 
☐ Copper extraction and initial processing
☐ Lead extraction and initial processing
☐ Aluminium extraction and initial processing
☐ Gold extraction and initial processing
☐ Other non-ferrous metals extraction and processing
☐ Primary ferrous metal production
1.9.3: Production of recycled metals (“secondary” metal production)
☐ Production of recycled/recovered mercury (from waste)
☐ Production of recycled ferrous metals (iron and steel)
☐ Production of other recycled metals (please list) [free text option]
1.9.4: Intentional use of mercury in industrial processes
☐ Chlor-alkali production with mercury catalyst
☐ Acetaldehyde production with mercury catalyst
☐ Vinyl chloride monomer production with mercury catalyst
☐ Polyurethane production using mercury containing catalysts
☐ Production of sodium or potassium methylate or ethylate by using mercury
☐ Other production of chemicals and polymers with mercury (please list) [free text option]
1.9.5: Production of mercury-added products
☐ Dental amalgam
☐ Cosmetics
☐ Other (please list) [free text option]
1.9.6: Production and use of other minerals and materials with mercury impurities
☐ Cement
☐ Pulp and paper production
1.9.7: Waste incineration
☐ Incineration of hazardous waste
☐ Incineration of medical waste
☐ Other (please list) [free text option]
1.9.8: Waste deposition/landfilling and wastewater treatment
☐ Controlled landfills/deposits (engineered site)
1.9.9: Other 
☐ Please provide further details: Click or tap here to enter text.

Section 2. Information about mercury stocks
Stocks refer to quantities of mercury or mercury compounds that are accumulated for future use, trade, recycling, or environmentally sound disposal. In some cases, mercury or mercury compounds may be stored in one location for over a year while awaiting a final decision on whether they will be 
designated for disposal or other actions. Such stocks should be reported here. Please note mercury stocks do not include waste contaminated with mercury such as sewage sludge, ash, soils, mercury-contaminated sites, or geologic reserves of mercury.
Mercury ‘supply generating’ stocks can include mercury catalyst recyclers and waste treatment and recycling facilities, mercury compound producers and mercury by-product generation locations, including non-mercury mines and processing facilities that produce mercury as a by-product.

2.1 Between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2024, has your facility or entity held stocks of mercury or mercury compounds in Australia? If your answer is no, skip to Question 3.1.
☐Yes
☐No – Our facility/entity did not hold stocks of mercury and mercury compounds during this period.
☐No – To the best of our knowledge and based on available records, our facility has never held stocks of mercury and mercury compounds, and/or is not expected to hold such stocks in the future.
☐Our facility/entity does not collect this information 

2.2 What is the total quantity of mercury or mercury compounds your facility stored annually over the period 01 January 2021 and 31 December 2024 (i.e. total per year)? 
	
	Between 1/1/2021 – 31/12/2021:
	Between 1/1/2022 – 31/12/2022:
	Between 1/1/2023 – 31/12/2023:
	Between 1/1/2024 – 31/12/2024:

	Quantity of mercury and mercury compounds (in kg)
	I
nsert numerical value here.	I
nsert numerical value here.	I
nsert numerical value here.	I
nsert numerical value here.

2.3 If the exact amount is not known, please provide an estimated annual range of mercury or mercury compound stocks stored at your facility between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2024.
	Quantity of mercury and mercury compounds
	Between 1/1/2021 – 31/12/2021:
	Between 1/1/2022 – 31/12/2022:
	Between 1/1/2023 – 31/12/2023:
	Between 1/1/2024 – 31/12/2024:

	<100 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	100-1,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	1,000-10,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	10,000-50,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	50,000-100,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	100,000-200,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	200,000-300,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	300,000-400,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	400,000-500,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	>500,000 kg
	☐	☐	☐	☐


2.4 What type of mercury compounds or products/materials did your stocks contain? 
	
	Between 1/1/2021 – 31/12/2021:
	Between 1/1/2022 – 31/12/2022:
	Between 1/1/2023 – 31/12/2023:
	Between 1/1/2024 – 31/12/2024:

	Recovered elemental mercury
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Elemental mercury
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Electrical and electronic switches, relays and rotating electrical connectors with mercury
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Mercury oxide
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Cinnabar concentrate, mercury sulfide
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Mercury nitrate
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Fluorescent lamps, high pressure mercury vapour lamps, metal halide and high pressure sodium lamps, other mercury-added lamps
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Mercury removal units (from oil and gas processing)
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Mercury chloride
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Dental amalgam
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Non-electronic measuring devices (such as old thermometers, manometers, barometers, etc)
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Mercury sulfate
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Spent catalysts
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Batteries containing mercury
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Waste from industrial pollution control devices
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Other mercury compounds (please provide further details)
	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.
	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.
	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.
	☐
Click or tap here to enter text.



2.5 Please specify the concentration of total mercury by weight in mixtures if known [optional].
Insert numerical value here% weight/weight
Please provide further information if needed: Click or tap here to enter text.





2.6 What were, or are, the intended uses or disposal methods for your mercury stocks? Options below:

☐Manufacture of the product
☐Recycling/reuse/recover
☐Trade
☐Environmental sound management
☐Engineered landfills
☐Geologic repository
☐Other - please provide further details: Click or tap here to enter text.

2.7 Has this information already been reported publicly or to a government agency? If your answer is no, skip to Question 3.1.

☐Yes 
☐No 

2.7.1 Please provide details of how it has been reported and to which agency.
Click or tap here to enter text.

Section 3. Survey feedback

3.1 Please share any other feedback, clarifications, comments or information on this survey. Please ensure that no personal information is included in your response.
Click or tap here to enter text. 

3.2 Please indicate if your responses should be treated as confidential or sensitive. 

☐Yes, treat as confidential and/or sensitive 
☐No 
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